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PAGE TWO 

A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED REUABLE INFORMATION IN 
THE PAST, ADVISED DAVE DELLINGER AND CORA t^ESS, CO-CHAIRMEN 
OF COLIFAM, AS WELL AS RENNIE DAVIS, A MEMBER OF COLIFAM 
COMMITTER PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING NEWS RELEASE, 

"FOUR ADDED TO LIST OF CONFIRMED POW’S, FAMILIES 
RECEIVE FIVE SEVEN ONE LETTERS". THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
NEWS RELEASE CONTAINED FOUR NAMES OF POWS NOT PREVIOUSLY 
PUBLISHED, JOHN H. FELLOWES, SERIAL NUMBER SIX ZERO 
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BEN MARKSBURY POLLARD, SERIAL NUMBER FR FIVE THREE EIGHT 
SEVEN NINE TWO, COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO, 

GEORGE EVERETTE DAY, SERIAL NUMBER FR FOUR SINE 

FIVE FIVE FIVE, GLENDALE, ARIZONA, AND JAMES J. CONNELL, 

SERIAL NUMBER SIX FOUR SEVEN FOUR THREE EIGHT. THE COMMUTE 

ANNOUNCED THE ARRIVAL OF FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY ONE LETTERS 

FROM POWS BROUGHT TO THE UNITED STATES BY PROFESSOR 
SIDNEY PECK OF CAMBRIDGE. IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT SIX 

PILOTS DIED IN CAPTURE. ACCORDING TO THE NEWS RELEASE, 

THE UNITED STATES MILITARY HAS INFORMED THE FAMILIES. 

NO IDENTITIES OF THE DECEASED WERE REVEALED. THE NAMES 


END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 
Co 

OF TEN PHtt.TS WITH WHOM THE COLIFAM SOUGHT CONFIRMATION 
FOR THEIR CAPTURE HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED AS NOT CAPTURED 
BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

DETAILED INFORMA#TION CONCERNING THE SHIPMENT OF 
PACKAGES AND MAIL TO THE POW WAS INCLUDED IN THE PRESS 
RELEASE. 

COLIFAM ANNOUNCED THAT IN TWO WEEKS A DELEGATION 
WOULD BE LEAVING FOR NORTH VIETNAM AND COLIFAM EXPRESSED 
ITS WILLINGNESS TO CARRY MAIL TO THE POWS. 

COLIFAM HANDED OUT AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE A COPY 
OF THEIR NEWS RELEASE, A COPY OF THE STATEMENT HE 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CONCERNING THEIR 
POLICIES TOWARD THE AMERICAN PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM, 
ON THE OCCASION OF CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS, NINETEEN SEVENTY 
ONE, AS WELL AS A MESSAGE FROM ROBERT JAMES SCHWEITZER, 

FIVE SEVEN ONE EIGHT NINE FOUR, COMMANDER, UNITED STATES 
NAVY, TO HIS SON ERIC. IN ADDITION, COLIFAM FURNISHED 
A LISTING OF THREE HUNDRED THIRTY FIVE NAMES OF POWS 
END PAGE THREE 
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TO DIRECTOR 1 00-4 5 7809 

ATT* DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 


FROM NEW YORK 100-168469 




CO MMITTE EJ3E_LlAIg ON WITH FAHIUlES-JOF„gERVICEHEN DETAINED 

IN NORTH VIETNAM: (COLIFAM) IS-HISC; REGISTRATION ACT| OO-N 

Internal Security-Miscellaneous 
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COLIFAM IS CONDUCTING NEWS CONFERENCE 


AT DIPLOMAT HOTEL, NYC, ELEVEN AM, ELEVEN THIRTEEN NEXT. 

SOURCE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL WHICH WOULD COMPOSE 

NEWS CONFERENCE. MATERIAL WILL BE RELEASED BY CORA WEISS AND DAVE 

\ / . 

DELLINGER, CO-CHAIRMAN OF COLIFAM. 

ONE. FOLLOWING RECORDING «ILL BE PLAYED nz- 
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“HERE’S A RECORDED MESSAGE FROM HOME COMMANDER ROBERT JAMES 
SCHWEITZER, US PILOT CAPTURED IN THE DRVN. 

FROM} ROBERT JEMES SCHWEITZER FIVE SEVEN ONE EIGHT NINE FOUR, 
COMMANDER, USN, CAMP OF DETENTION FOR US PILOTS DETAINED IN THE DRVN^ 
TO} MASTER ERIC ROBERT SCHWEITZER, ONE ZERO SIX DAUNTLESS AVENUE 
NAVAL AIR STATION, LEMOORE, CALIFORNIA, NINE THREE TWO SIX FIVE USA 
DEAR ERIC, 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY SON. FROM YOUR LATEST PICTURE I CAN SEE THAT 
YOUR ARE GROWING QUICKLY. I HOPE YOU AND KARL ARE ACTIVE IN 
SCOUTS AND SPORTS AND ARE DOING YOUR VERY BEST IN SCHOOL. TRY TO 
UNDERSTAND YOU STUDIES WELL AND LEARN GOOD READING HABITS. I’M SURE 
YOUR ARE HELPING YOUR MOTHER AND BEING A GOOD BROTHER. THERE ARE 
MANY THINGS WE WILL DO TOGETHER WHEN I COME HOME. CALL GRANDMA 
SCHWEITZER AND WISH HER A 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR ME TOO. I LOVE YOU AND AM PROUD OF YOU. HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY. 


t 




DAD 


NOVEMBER TVO, NINETEEN SEVENTY 
VOICE OF VIETNAM 
ENGLISH TRANSMISSION* 


END RAGE TVO 
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TWO. FOLLOWING STATEMENT FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WILL BE RELEASED} 


IN CONFORMITY WITH THE HUMANITARIAN POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM TOWARD THE AMERICAN 
PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM, ON THE OCCASION OF CHRISTMAS 
AND NEW YEAR NINETEEN SEVENTY ONE} 

IT IS PERMITTED TO THE FAMILIES OF THE AMERICAN PILOTS 
CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM TO SEND CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
PACKAGES OF FIVE KGS EACH ( USUALLY PACKAGES OF THREE KGS ARE 
ALLOWED). SENDING OF PACKAGES MUST OBSERVE THE USUAL REGULATIONS, 

BY POSTAL ROUTE THROUGH MOSCOW. ANY OTHER MEANS WILL NOT BE ACCEPT ABL 
CHRISTMAN AND NEW YEAR CARDS MAY BE SENT TO AMERICAN 

t 

PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM FROM THEIR FAMILIES WITH 
THE HELP OF THE COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN j 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM. THE SAID COMMITTEE MAY SEND ITS 
REPRESENTATIVE TO BRING THESE CARDS DIRECTLY TO HANOI. 

WE REQUEST THE COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM TO TIMELY INFORM THE 
FAMILIES OF AMERICAN PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM OF THE / 

AFOREMENTIONED POINTS. / 



END PAGE THREE 
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THREE. SOURCE FURTHER STATED THAT WEISS A HD DELLINGER 
WOULD REFER III THEIR CONFERENCE TO "TEXT OF THE VIETCONG 
PROPOSAL AT TALKS IN PARIS", CARRIED IN THE NEW YORK TINES, 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN SEVENTY. HE FURTHER 
ADDED THAT SUFFICIENT COPIES OF THIS ARTICLE AS WELL AS PRINTED 

COPIES OF THE RECORDING OF ROBERT JANES SCHWEITZER AND THE 

& 

DRV STATjflENT WILL BE HANDED OUT. 

FOUR. COLIFAN WILL ANOUNCE THE COHMENCEHENT OF HAILING 
NEW LETTERS TO THE POW RELATIVES WHICH WERE RECEIVED RECENTLY 
BY A GROUP FROM COLIFAM. 

FIVE. LASTLY, COLIFAM INTENDS TO DISTRIBUTE XEROXED 
LETTERS FROM THE STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE ON VIETNAM DATED ELEVEN FOUR 
SEVENTY, IN SUPPORT OF UPCOMING CONFERENCE ON ELEVEN TWENTY EIGHT 4 
THIRTY, NINETEEN SEVENTY. 

SOURCE STATED HE IS UNAWARE THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL 
DISCLOSE NEW NAMES OF POW’S. I 

END PAGE FOUR 
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SOURCE UTILIZED IS 
IN THE EVENT THAT THIS INFORMATION IS DISSEMINATED, 

IT SHOULD BE'CLAS^|£D S^ET V SINCE DISCLOSURE OF SAME 

^ ^ __ _ Ml i 

WOULD GREATLY ENDANGER THE FUTURE EFFECT IVENESS Of* SUUKUt. 

DUE TO THE HIGHLY SENSITIVE NATURE OF THE SOURCE, NO LOCAL 
DISSEMINATION IS BEING MADE. &(/- 

NEW YORK WILL FOLLOW AND PROMPTLY ADVISE, 

LHM WILL FOLLOW. 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 
informative note 

Dotfc 11/14/70 

Attached pertains to press conference 
held by Committee of Liaison with Familiei 
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 
(COLIFAM), on 11/13 '70, New York City. 
COLIFAM representatives, in a news 
release, announced names of Prisoners of 
War (POWs) not previously published, and 
deaths of six unnamed pilots. COLIFAM, 
in addition, announced that a delegation 
depart for North Vietnam in two weeks 
would carry mail to POWs. 

Information in attached has been 
disseminated to Dr. Henry A. Kissinger at 
the White House, State Department, Centra 
Intelligence Agency, Defense Intelligence 
Agency and the military. Copy has also 
i t Attorney General by messenger. 








Fl>363 (Rev. 12-1^-67) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

UTAVXAH 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

m TORI 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


11/10/70 S/15 - 11/12/70 


RimiMCIB; Sab atnli lttfr f Birnf da f< S/27/70 

Mmpmrt mi datad 9/12/70 at 

C«lubla, Mm 

Baroan lsttor to Albany da tod 10/1 


- F - 




L1ADS 


BIEMIBGKAM DIVISION 


Iat«rwl«w Mr. and lira* 1 


MIAMI D1TIBIOX 

i ;j p : : v. ^ * o r» z? 
he.?: e: U IS UN CLASS i 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


AUTO. FUG. FINES 




ACQUIT-I case has been: 

RECOVERI ES I TALS I 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □VES | } l 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

over iix months Oyh ( | t 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPIES MADIj 

(§/ - Baraan (188-4S78SS) (RM) 

S - Biraiaghaa (KM) . . . 

S - Biaai (EM) 

1 - In Tark (188-188488) (KM) 
S — Taa m a *rb' 
i - ItTiiuk (188- 8381) 


/ L* C 


Di ssamf notion Racord of Attached Raport 


k’fic -Ji 


*2 NOV 18 1970 


u 


No tot ion > 


Request Reed- 


Date Fwd. 


How t wfl 



COVER PAGE 


4«.A7<. fco /R*/v-v* 




























SY 100-5361 
ADM I VI STRATI YX 


Tho list sf ua«a tf aoxt of kis of sorwicoaoa who 
aro list #6 as alssimg is actios, sot forth koroia, was obtaiaod 
at Fort Btowart, Ga., aad it is sot kaova if thoso individuals 
havo boos iatorviovod, Loads sot out to tho war ions officos 
to iatorwiow thoso individuals should bo handlod only if 
appropriato. 


-€♦- 

(Cowor Pago) 




PD*] 04 (R»y. 3*3-5 9 ) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Pltld Office Flic it 


y»vMNr 16, 167 
166-5361 


Office: 3**a*mah 


Bureau Fit* it 


100-4878*8 


COMMITTEE OF LI AX SOX WITH FAMILIES 
OF SXKYICEXEH DET AIDED ID WORTH 
VIST HAH (COLIFAH) 


L'l*' 


IMTXBXAL 8SC611TT 
UGIBTRATI6H ACT 

d M rm 


MI SCXLLAVX0V8 J 

Lh+ 


whs ferasr 


vi 

ia Vletaa* 




wfci® fe&s MAea aissiaf ia actisn 
mu rtctlvid as iadicatisas mmr 


. esaaaaieatisac iadie&tiac tosr toitsfe&ad is & yriasasr mt vet* Sto* 
uJ^vms esatactsd toy lsttsr is Msrsatosr, 1669, toy ttos Csmaittse sf 
v Liaissa With Faailiss Of Msrvlesasa Sstalasd is Xsrtb Ylstaaa 

(COLIFAM) ♦ Sfes v&s ft«?»r esatactsd ysrssaally toy say lidividul 
is COLIFAM aad notlvtd tily mmm letter. Ttois lsttsr lad tested 
COSsIFAM esald deliver yerseasl lsttsrs ts servieeaea detalaed 
im Msrth Yletaaa. Sfes seat see lsttsr sddrssssd ts tosr toestoaad 
ttoreagh COLIFAM, tost aever received reply. Shs toss all tosr 
rsssrds preseat ly packed tost will salts a searcl^e^yMr^ 

sates frss COLIFAM. Ik^adviaed a SHHB aad / 
vtos rssids la alsea^^^Ksbaade*'* 

Isa ia Yietaaa.^TEfTeapte ts eeataelBH^aad 
egative ts date. List sf area serv iesssa TTltsd as 
mg ia aetisa vitto aass aad address sf asat sf tola fmraistosd 
toy Fsrt itewart, 6a. 




- F - 


MXTAILSt 


A// /it- ^ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 17, 
HEREIN TS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE ntoBlS S BY Ctfl 
A>u3|hlApu.6<0. . 


all no 

USREIif 

axcsPT, 


S r ON COTfTATKED 
L^SSLFLED 
SHOWN 


Tht* document contain* n.lth.r recommendation* nor conclusions of th. FBI. It is ths property of the FBI and ts loaned to 
ytmr ««*ncy ; it and its content* are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



0 St October. 15,. 1970,. Lieutenant Colonel WATS OK advised 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


informative note 

Dole 11-12-70 


Attachdcf' received from one of our 
sources and relates that the Committee of 
Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) plan 
to hold a press conference in New York CitJ 
on 11-13-70. During the conference they 
will play a recorded birthday message 
from a captured American pilot to his son. 
In addition, they will announce regulatio 
under which families of captured American 
pilots may send Christmas packages and 
letters ^/captured American pilots in Nor| 
Vietnam [j . 

Information in attached has been 
disseminated by teletype to Dr. Henry A. 
Kissinger at the White House, State 
Department, Central Intelligence Agency, 
Defense Intelligence Agency and the 
military. Copy has also been sent Attornej 
General by messenger / (J[) 
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ransmit the message that follows by coded teletype: 



CODE PRIORITY 


TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION nO 0 i*j 

ATT.: Dn • HENRY A. KISSINGER 
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SECRETARY OF STATE 
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DIRECTOR , CIA 
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INTELLIGENCE 

TO : 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL 

(BY MESSENGER) 
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: DIRECTOR, FBI 
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COWRIT TEE OF LI hI SO N *ITH FAMILIES OF SlkVIClMEiv DEiAlNti) IN 
NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) • 


REFERENCE IS MADE TO MY TELETYPE NOVEMBER TWELVE LAST. 

ON NOVEMBER THIRTEEN, LAST, AT ELEVEN TWENTY AM, COLIFAM 
HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE IN THE HOTEL DIPLOMAT, NEW YORK CITY. 

A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN 
THE PAST, ADVISED DAVE DELLINGER AND CORA WEISS, CO-CHAIRMEN 


OK COLIFAM, AS 


WELL AS RENNIE DAVIS, 


*. ur s.*r\ a p* /> i *r r* a \/ 

A Wti’JOtn Ur WULlfWl'l 


COMMITTEE, PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING NEWS RELEASE, 

"FOUR ADDED TO LIST OF CONFIRMED POW’S, FAMILIES 
RECEIVE FIVE SEVEN ONE LETTERS". * THE SUBSTANCE OF T^ 
END PAGE ONE htFORMATIOK 0 
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NEWS RELEASE CONTAINED FOUR NAMES OF POWS NOT PREVIOUSLY 
PUBLISHED, JOHN H. FELLOVES, SERIAL NUMBER SIX ZERO 
THREE NINE EIGHT THREE, VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA, 

BEN MARKSBURY POLLARD, SERIAL NUMBER FR FIVE THREE EIGHI 
SEVEN NINE TWO, COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO, 

GEORGE EVERETTE DAY, SERIAL NUMBER FR FOUR NINE 
FIVE FIVE FIVE, GLENDALE, ARIZONA, AND JAMES J. CONNELL, 
SERIAL NUMBER SIX FOUR SEVEN FOUR THREE EIGHT. THE COMMIT IE 
ANNOUNCED THE ARRIVAL OF FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY ONE LETTERS 
FROM POtfS BROUGHT TO THE UNITED STATES BY PROFESSOR 
SIDNEY PECK OF CAMBRIDGE. iT «T WAS ANNOUNCED THAT SIX 
PILOTS DIED IN CAPTURE. ACCORDING TO THE NEWS RELEASE , 

THE UNITED STATES MILITARY HAS INFORMED THE FAMILIES. 

NO IDENTITIES OF THE DECEASED WERE REVEALED. THE NAMES 
END PAGE TWO 


PhGE THRcE 




OF It« PILOTS WITH WHOM THE COLIFAM SOUGHT CONFIRMATION 
FOR THEIR CAPIURE HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED AS NOT CAPTURED 
BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

DETAILED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SHIPMENT OF 
PACKAGES AND MAIL TO THE POW WAS INCLUDED IN THE PRESS 
RELEASE . 

COLIFAM ANNOUNCED THAT IN TWO WEEKS A DELEGATION 
WOULD BE LEAVING FOR NORTH VIETNAM AND COLIFAM EXPRESSED 
ITS WILLINGNESS TO CARRY MAIL TO THE POWS. 

COLIFAM HANDED OUT AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE A COPY 
OF THEIR NEWS RELEASE, A COPY OF THE STATEMENT FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CONCERNING TriEIrt 
POLICIES TOWARD THE AMERICAN PILOTS CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM, 
On THE OCCASION OF CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS, NINETEEN SEVENTY 
ONE, AS WELL AS A MESSAGE FROM ROBERT JAMES SCHWEITZER, 

FIVE SEVEN ONE EIGHT NINE FOUR, COMMANDER, UNITED STATES 
NAVY, TO HIS SON ERIC. IN ADDITION, COLIFAM FURNISHED 
A LISTING OF THREE HUNDRED THIRTY FIVE NAMES OF POWS 


end page three 
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OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED BY HANOI DATED APRIL THIRTY, LAST. 
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into the COLIFAM organization 
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stated- that she 





nvestigation to - date in NY reflects that COLIFAM is being 
operated out of the home of CORA and PETER WEISS. Attempts 
to obtain information concerning this organization is extremely 
difficult. 


NY will continue its efforts to determine the identity 
of the attorneys traveling under COLIFAM to North Vietnam. NY 
will also attempt to ascertain if the attorneys mentioned in 
the letter received by the families of ,p0Ws could possibly be 
identical with WILLIAM STANDARD, PETER WEISS and the unknown 
white attoraeyfrom the SF area. This matter will be closely 
followed. 
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viewing families of Servicemen «h S investi Sation , inter- 
or prisoners of war in North Vietnam^ missing ifl action 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File !\o. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEKAL Bl'REAl OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
November 12, 1970 
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OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - MISCELLANEOUS - 
REGISTRATION ACT 


f urnis hed 


On 

the 


November 8, 1970, Mrs . 1 
following information: 



l**- 





t-lih IBF0RV.M10S 

ucrf'.N IS 

»iEjl sbbl_ b i3Sm|®- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 

A// /k- AS*. £o /2.5Vi.-2- 



ENCLOSUKt 


FD-302 (REV. 3-17-69) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


tw Noveaber 12, 1970 






prisoner of war in Hortl 
Mlfurnished a letter and enclosures which she 
ved from the Committee of Liaison with Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Tietnam. 
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reiterated that she is 
he activities of the committee, 
ade available to her letters 
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completely opposed to 
even though they have 
from her husband. 
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with Fa ‘es of Servicemen / 'ned in North Vietm 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. (0036 212 (5^9 ^78) 

October 30, 1970 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAFAM 


(212) 765*1490 


Co-ch oirmcn: 

Dave Del I inger 
Cora Weiss 

Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richord J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Model ine Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 


Rev. Richard FernanJftf^i • 


Dear families, 

This letter is being sent to all families of 
confirmed prisoners of war in North Vietnam as a 
general information memo to respond to the many 
questions we have received in recent weeks. Kindly 
excuse the form, but so many of your concerns are 
similar that we thought this more efficient. We are 
enclosing air letters for your use. One letter a month 
is still allowed. Kindly seal all letters sent thru 
the Committee of Liaison, and staple or clip photos 
inside the letter form. We have no interest in seeing 


Norman Fruchter 
*Maggie Geddas 
Steve HaUiwell 


A delegation of lawyers is leaving shortly fpr 
a visit to the DRV. They have expressed willingness 
to carry mall with them. Anyone wishing to avail 
Prof. Donald Kolish themselves of this opportunity should have mail in 
Stewort Meachom our office no later than Nov. 7. We guarantee only 
Prof. Bea Seitzmo'n that the mail will arrive safely in North Vietnam 
Prof. From Schurmon&nd will be delivered to the appropriate authorities. 


Ethel Tayl or 
^Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 

**toff 


We have no way of guaranteeing that the prisoners 
will get each letter. That is beyond our ability. 
However, if the mail conforms to the regulations we 
have no reason to doubt its delivery. We believe that 
from what we have been told by families, there is 
some delay, even risk, in sending mail thru postal . 
routes. Much of the mail sent has obviously gotten 
thru, but some has been returned, or may wait for 
long periods for irregular flights. The Vietnamese 
are using hand delivery only for getting mail to 1 
the US because of the risky and unpredictable postal 
channels. Mail has been delayed and has taken months 
to arrive. They now wait for delegations to bring it. 
Last month we sent 250 letters to North Vietnam with a group. All 
mail presently in the office will be delivered with the next group. 

As of now, over 1600 letters have been received since Dec. We do not 
know why some men have written more frequently than others. We also 
do not know if the list of 335 menannounced in April is final for 
those being held by the North Vietnamese. When asked by family members, 
we have inquired about specific servicemen for whom there is substantial 
evidence of their capture. When we have a reply we will, of course, 
let the families know. It is our understanding that until there is 
some movement in Paris to respond to the proposals put forward by 
Mme . Binh on Sept. 17, there will be no further move vis--a vis pow’s. 
That is, until the two conditions are met setting a fixed date for 
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the total withdrawal of all US forces from Vietnam > and 
agreeing to withdraw' support from the Thieu Ky Khiem regime, 
they will not be willing to discuss the prisoner issue. 

They have made it clear that they view this issue as part 
Of the overall solution to the war, and it cannot be dealt 
with separately. Upon fixing that date and agreeing to 
withdraw support, prisoners from both DRV as well as those 
being held by the NLF in the South, will be released. They 
do not have to salt for the completion of withdrawal of 
troops . 

Many articles, comics, newsletters have appeared on 
the subject of prisoners. We thought you might be interested 
in seeing the enclosed which may shed more light on this 
subject. Mr. Van Dyke is an international lawyer ' currently 
on staff at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institu- 
tions, Santa Barbara, Calif. He was formerly employed in 
the State Department working on the matter of prisoners . 

We send these along because they provide facts and a point 
of view not frequently seen in a discussion of this topic. 

We appreciate being kept informed as to your changes 
of address, and continue to welcome your questions. We hope 
you continue to remember that we are here, not there, have 
no authority in handling prisoner affairs T and have tried 
to maintain a clear and efficient and reliable channel for 
communication between you and your sons and husbands. We 
look forward to the end of our task, for that will represent 
Americans agreement to conclude the war and the release _ of 
the prisoners. 



Sincerely yours 



Mbs., Cora Weiss 


P.S. We expect odther delegations will be invited to 
North Vietnam in December and through the winter months. 
Any mail arriving after Nov. 7 will be held for the next 
group. ; 


Inn M. Van / )yh * ' 
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(tD. noil: 7 hr /oilim on; f.ucrpis are ({nova from a pojn r winch 
Visiting Fellow Jon M I mi Dyke presented for discussion at a recent 
Center roundtable . ) 
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ror me pasi year anu u nan, mw j. 
has condemned the North Vietna- 
mese for their treatment of captured 
Americans. The North Vietnamese 
are portrayed as evil captors who un- 
relentingly harass American prison- 
ers. The American prisoners arc 
portrayed as virtuous men who find 
themselves in North Vietnamese pris- 
ons through an unfortunate and 
totaiiy fortuitous series of events. The 
“prisoner-of-war problem” is depicted 
as an issue unrelated to the bombing 
and fighting that have been taking 
place in various parts of Southeast 
Asia throughout the past decade. 

Although this effort succeeded in 
persuading the North Vietnamese to 
adhere more closely to the formal 
requirements of the Geneva Conven- 
tion on Prisoners of War. it is based 
on two false premises: (1) that the 
Geneva Convention can be applied 
without difficulty to the conflict in 
Vietnam and (2) that the United 
States and its allies conform to the re- 
quirement^ of the Convention. (The 
Geneva Convention was drafted in 
1949 to deal w-ith the problems of 
conventional warfare on European 
battlefields. It is difficult, if not im- 
possible, to apply these provisions to 
a guerrilla war in Southeast Asia.) 

The United States pays only mini- 
mal attention to the Convention when 
it is not in its interest to do so. 
American soldiers frequently torture 
captured Viet Cong in order to obtain 
information about nearby enemy 
units. Even more frequently, the U.S. 
permits the Saigon forces to torture 
prisoners after capture and through- 
out their period of captivity. The U.S. 
has failed to punish in any significant 
way soldiers who have killed or mis- 
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treated enemy captives, thus elevating 
this practice to an official policy. The 
U.S. also conducts a program of tcrroi 
to eliminate Viet Cong political cadre a 
program that operates with total dis- 
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neva Convention Emails . because < 


its desire to give the American pub!; 
the bleakest possible view of what tf 
enemy's prison camps are like, tf 


Pentagon has mu /vied freed Airier 
cans who want to talk about the o 
periences they had in captivity. 

The furor that . has heen create 
over North Vietnam's prison camps 
understandable from a human pair 
of view. There arc men in prison wh 
have been separated from their fam 
lies for a period longer than in an 
previous war the United Slates h; 


been involved in. One man has no 
heen in Hanoi over six years. 

The furor nonetheless does an ir 
justice to the North Vietnamese, wh 
have probably treated their captive 
better than any other nation fightin 
in Asia during this century. Durir 
World War 11, prisoners of war i 
Asia were killed and allowed to d 
with little remorse. Twenty-seven 
cent of the prisoners held by the Ja 
ancse during that war died, and 
shockingly high percentage of t! 
Japanese held in Allied camps fail; 
to survive captivity. The treatment 
prisoners during the Korean war w« 
at best, primitive. And the handle 
of captives by the United States ai 
the Saigon government is in mai 
respects worse than 1 hat of Nor 
Vietnam and the Viet Cong. 

It is in this perspective that Nor 
Vietnam’s prison camps must be an 
lyzed. The most serious charg 
lodged against the North Vietnamc 
arc the accusations of physical abu 
brought back by two pilots a ye 
ago. These charges are serious indee 
but the manner in which the Peni 
gon has handled public informal! 
about North Vietnam's camps mah 
it difficult to accept the statement'' 
face value. I he other seven piK 
who have been released by Nor 
Vietnam have nev er been formally pi 
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settled o tin press, In f.n I . tin > 

;t II been told licit it would net fv b-. 
Iicial to iln’ir m'r)ila r > career to say 
an\ tiling ' that would intak e’ uiih 
the government's attempts to put 
pri’ssiiie on North Vietnam 

ARC News was finally able to per- 
suade another of the frees! pilots to 
speak last month nnJ he gave quite a 
dtfieienf picture of North Vietnam's 
prison camps. Air Force Captain Joe 
V. Carpenter said that he had been 
pushed around a bit when first cap- 
tured. and was kept separate from the 
other prisoners, but that he had not 
suffered in any significant fashion 
Physical conditions were not too had. 
and he was able to make friends with 
the North Vietnamese who lived in 
the neighborhood of his cell. 

The complaints lodged against the 
treatment of prisoners by the Viet 
Cong in South Vietnam mostly con- 
cern the extremely austere lodging 
and food. Many Viet Cong units are 
constantly on the run. so that until a 
prisoner can be taken to a secure 
area, the prisoner must also be con- 
stantly moving. Even in a secure 
area, the prisoner — like everyone 
else who lives in the area — must al- 
ways be on guard for American bomb- 
ing attacks. 

Considering these difficulties, the 
treatment given to prisoners by the 
Viet Cong is probably as good as 
could ever be provided by a revolu- 
tionary army. Many of the Americans 
who have spent time in Viet Cong 
prisons during the last two years 
have, in fact, commended the enemy 
for the treatment received. 

- In November, 1969, three young 
CPs who had been prisoners for pe- 
riods ranging from eight months to 
two years were released by the V.C. 
After they were transported to an 
Air Force Base in Japan, they were 
displayed to the press for fifteen min- 
utes and proceeded to praise the Viet 
Cong for their treatment. Private Coy 
R. Tinsley of Cleveland. Tennessee, 
said. ‘Td have to think twice before 
Td fight them again after what they 
did for me. I was wounded. They 
took real good care of me." 

The Army reacted typically to 
these siories of Viet C'ong kindness. 
High officials decreed in January. 
197(1, that all soldiers subsequently 
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in it ,1/ fl it a- fitrri with Ihr Sup/rmr 
Court in August 

released from enemy prisons would 
be kept from the press until they had 
undergone extensive debriefings both 
in Vietnam and the United Stales 
and had gone through a “readjust- 
ment" period. The U.P.l. quoted in- 
formed military sources as saying 
that exceptions may be made if the 
former prisoner is found in his early 
debriefings to be hostile lovvaul his 
captors. 

The snollight must be foetoed on 
U S. - Saigon treatment in order it) 
gain perspective on the relative merits 
of North Vietnam's handling of pris- 
oners. 

There arc six forma! P.O.W. camps 
run by the Saigon government, with 
the assistance of U.S. advisors, con- 
taining some 33.000 men. These 
camps arc subjected to scheduled and 
unscheduled inspection In the Inter- 
nationa! Committee of the Red Cross, 
and they do conform to the Con- 
vention's requirements. Many of the 
Viet Cong who were captured never, 
however, make it to these formal 
camps. 

There have been a number of trials 
during the past year of American G.l.s 
accused of killing Viet Cong prisoners. 
Despite uncontradicted eye-witness 
testimony, all of the accused have been 
acquitted or given extremely lenient 
penalties. These acquittals must be 
based on the knowledge of the officers 
on the court-martial panels that hilfir.g 
of prisoners take place among U.S. 


'iii.'- if. Si nit fi Vi. : i' :;■> .ill tin- ! - 

• n’.i! tin nieifia ! i,i • C' ,i: I i ' i H c(! i lui m 

f. t? in ! elev i >i- 'll cu'w [!•."> h.»v, ■ i 
qm ml;, taken 1 !::: O f I r log. mu ' ;• 
tnimg suepect'- . and ii.'u mui h... 
photographed <'.ipt:, v . being pu h ■ 
nut of American fie Ikont: i v 

Another huge bloek of captives 
dcaiicd mu to qnahfv lor t * ' r : ’ 

P t ) W s), gus h\ t ; L i fi. to 
si a ■ ul a i ( b u-cd by the 1 re. d St.:' - 
and ifir Saigon governim-nr- . and 'fi." 
wind up in miserable S-mlh Vi tn.i 
inese civ ilian prisons. 

Altei the International Couin.itke 
of the Red ( row \idled one of these 
civilian prison-, e.nfitr this year - a 1 
Con Son Island, with it'- famotu 
“tiger cages" — they found a group of 
prisoners of war from North Yicin.c” 
and discovered that they were mis- 
treated in the following respects: they 
were never allowed out of their cells, 
they were strapped in irons every 
night from five in the evening to six in 
the morning, they were permitted to 
wash only twice a week, they were not 
given enough fresh food or water, and 
they were only rarely given fresh 
clothes. 

Subsequently Dr. Marjorie Nelson 
told the House Suheommilke on For- 
eign Operations tlt.it she had tegtdarly 
tic, ik'd the victim, of healing- and 
torttite inlfietcd in a South Vietna- 
mese interrogation center that had .e 
American adviser. She said pri-omr- 
came to Iter after “being tortured by 
electricity with wires attached to ear- 
nipples and genitalia; being forced u 
drink concoct huts containing poo 
dcred lime and other noxious sub 
stances; and being tied up and Mis 
pended by ropes upside down fr on 
the rafters for hours." 

The United States government an. 
its allies participate in such au-vi’ie 
without much appatem concern. v> hi.' 
at the same time condemning Nor:! 
Vietnam for its relatively tolcrabl 
prisoner treatment. ' 




PRISONERS FROM HANOI 
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JCN M. VAN DYKE 

Mr , Van Dyke, assistant professor of law at Catholic Uni- 
versity, Washington, D C., ts now on lease of absence doing 


legal research in Son rroncisco. Hr is the umhor of Norlh 
Vietnam's Strategy Jar Survival, to be published this yfar by 
Pacific Books. 


Two of the American fighting men most recently released 
from North Vietnam held a press conference in early 
September to “blow the whistle” on North Vietnam's treat- 
ment of its prisoners, but their statements raised more 
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North Vietnam's handling of its captives but also about 


how the Pentagon is using the released men. 

At the elaborately staged press conference in the audi- 
torium of the Bcthesda Naval Medical Center, Navy Lieut. 
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Hegdahl said they hud been tortured, by being put in 
small, ovenlike rooms and exposed to mosquitoes and 
rats. They also asserted that they had heard that other 
prisoners had received even worse treatment. 

Until this press conference the authorities had not per- 
mitted any of the nine freed prisoners to give the press 
more than the mosugeneral information about their ex- 
periences. Wives of the pilots still in North Vietnam have 
similarly been discouraged from talking about the letters 
they receive from prison. The Defense Department's ex- 
planation of this muzzling has been that public discussions 
might dissuade Hanoi from releasing pilots in the future 
or cause them to retaliate against tho^e remaining in prison. 

After the torture-chamber talcs of Frishman and Heg- 
dahl, it seems hard to imagine how additional discussion 
could jeopardize the pilots remaining in North Vietnam, 
but the day after the press conference, officers of the 
Pentagon’s Public Information Division phoned the seven 
other released pilots and told them to stay quiet. 

Most of the seven followed these instructions and have 
continued to elude reporters. However, one pilot who was 
released in August 1968, Maj. Joe V. Carpenter, expressed 
surprise at the statements made by Frishman and Hegdahi. 
Although he would not go into any details because of the 
orders. Carpenter said he had not been tortured in North 
Vietnam nor bad he heard of anyone being tortured. “In 
general,” he stated. *‘my treatment was good.” When asked 
why the Defense Department would not allow him to 
speak freely even after the press conference. Carpenter 
responded, “It’s all pan of a plan.” The question inevitably 
arises: what plan? 

Aside from the issue of the Pentagon’s motives, the 
details given by Frishman and Hegdahl raise some doubts 
about their broad charge of “torture.” The only first-hand 
examples they mentioned in their prepared statements 
were (/) being placed in solitary confinement in small 
rat-infested rooms with tin roofs which became inordinate- 
ly hot; and (2) being exposed to mosquitoes which bit 
their legs until thev swelled. These episodes, while cer- 

m degree from the 
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treatment the United States Army gave the Green Beret 
officers who are charged in the recent slaving of a Viet- 
namese counterspy. They were placed in solitary con- 
finement in 5 by 7 foot cells with no toilet facilities and 
only a bare light bulb inadequate for reading. The Greta 
Beret officers complained that their cells became inordi- 
nately hot. 

Frishman and Hegdahl supported their charge of tor- 
ture by giving examples of more serious physical harass- 
ment suffered by two other pilots. They said that Navy 
Lieut. Comdr. Richard A. Stratton, who made a well- 
publicized confession in March 1967, gave his statement 
only after having been strung up by his wrists and having 
his fingernails pulled out. 

The confession was delivered through a loud-speaker to 
a Hanoi press conference 3t which one American photog- 
rapher uDu j JupauC sc ic Icvjsicn crew were present. An 
American voice from behind a curtain gave a long state- 
ment about the war. When this was completed Stratton 
appeared from behind the curtain. He bowed deeply 
several times and then left without speaking. When the 
American photographer reported Inis scene, the united 
States protested that its pilots were being brainwashed, 
a charge which Frishman and Hegdahl now endorse. 

It is hard to believe that Stratton actually had his finger- 
nails pulled out. however, when none of the many persons 
who have seen him have reported physical harm. Because 
of the storm of protests which followed Stratton's “con- 
fession,” North Vietnam invited many visitors, including 
Americans, to meet Stratton. Nobody reported seeing any 
scars or missing fingernails. Pictures taken of Straiion 
when he appeared from behind the curtain show that his 
hands were visible to the reporters, none of whom reported 
any injury. Pictures taken of Stratton in prison later show 
him to be a bit downcast, but in good health. 

The second example offered by Frishman and Hegdahl 
was Navy Lieut. Comdr. John S. McCain III, son of the 
American Commander in the Pacific. McCain was injured 
quite severely when he landed in a lake in the heart of 
Hanoi after trying to bomb the city's main power plant or 
October 26. 1967. According to the two returned pilots 
McCain has been kept in solitary confinement during mos 
Of his captivity. “It s hard enough just being in sebtar 
confinement,” Frishman said, “but when you're wounde< 
like John it’s harder.” Frishman made no complaint th: 
McCain had actually been physically hurt by the Nort 
Vietnamese, so it is difficult to understand why this is a 
example of torture. Furthermore, McCain was not kept i 
solitary confinemnt during the first six months of hi 
captivity when his injuries were most severe. Air Fore 
Lieut. Col. Norris M. Overly said after his release » 
February 196S that he had shared a room with McCaif 


There arc other reasons^ for wondering about th 


charges made by Frishman and Hegdahl: 

(/) None of the prisoners who had been released earli- 
complaincd of unprovoked physical mistreatment. N-i\ 
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J ierf. David P. Maibeny, who was . : n Feb-iiary 
V‘l>S. ijid tlUt he was bent or. m ty * n b;:i only 
(Kttcr he had struck a guard. The t/ pu v >is. both in the 
limited public statements they ha.*, .rind? and in private 
discussions with government official ha*,* uniformly de- 
scribed their ireatment a» decent. Air force Maj Fred N. 
Thompson, relented in August 1963. s.FJ that be was 
•obliged to participate m formal interrogation several 
times, but that the North Vietnamese did not use anv 
threats or pressure during their questioning When 
jfr^Ownpson told his interrogator that a question involved 
cudicr, the interrogator dropped the subject. 

^ (2) Frishman and Hcgdahl gave no Hint to the Ameri- 

cans who accompanied them from Hanoi that they had 
■irff cfctl physical rmarc u t m c n L Renrue Daus. the leader 
- Of the group, said he had long and frank discussions with 
mrp and that ittcy had smu notnrng about being ;or- 
fbred. Onfy after the pilots had gone through extensive 
debriefings did they tell their torture stones. 

(J) Hcgdahl is a man of limited experience and train- 
I suffered greatly while in North Vietnam, not 
of the conditions of prison life but because of his 
^friability to adjust to a situation of confinement. One of the 
■■bar pcfltefttfs Who was not shat down while bombing North 
prYletnam. Hcgdahl was captured in the South China Sea 
after falling off the U.S.S. Canberra while it was maneu- 
jrtring to evade shelling from the North Vietnamese shore. 
Ind grown up in a small town in South Dakota, had 
la the Navy's! an fatly agr, war onl y 2 0 whe n 
Captured in 1967. and had received none of the condition- 
ing that pilots are given. According to Maj. James F. Low. 
~*rbo had shared a room with Hcgdahl for a while before 
^ Ids own release in August 1968. Hcgdahl was in a dis- 
^^tressed mental state and it was very difficult to live with 
flpfehn, Hegdaht may. therefore, not be the most reliable of 
^ commentators on North Vietnam's prisons. 

«) The Pentagon’s previous conduct regarding re- 
jfjsoners has failed to produce a record that 
trust. JCfter the first group of three pilots was 
in February 1968. the Pentagon, with the active 
of William H. Sullivan, then ambassador to 
tfcr pilot* te jfim to the United States 
Oft a military plane, despite the express desire of North 
Vietnam that the representatives of the U.S. peace move- 
ment who had received the prisoners in Hanoi be allowed 
•i, accompany them on commercial flights all the way 
(See The Marion, April 1. 1968.) No additional 
were released until the United States promised 
to allow them to return on commercial flights. An even 
s erious hmrh nf the spirit of North Vietnam** re- 
occurred la the fall of 1968 when the Air Force 
assigned two of the three pilots freed in August 1968 to 
teach other pilots to fly and bomb. It costs about S300.000 
to train a jet fighter pilot, and the North Vietnamese did 
not like the thought that they were saving the Pentagon 
money by releasing future teachers. A member of the 
North Vietnamese delegation in Paris complained to 
Averell Hardman in December 1963. and he arranged 
for the pilots to be assigned to other duties. Because of 
m * ufeident North Vietnam apparently canceled a re- 
fewse it had scheduled for early 1969. Rennie Davis 
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thinks that, by enc* ; FfDhman and II: | j 

make their slater* c Pentagon h-s \ 

similar grsturcs t ’ h w the future. 

There at*. o? w.t**. grounds for critic' .o'- g th; 
treatment of American prisoners. North Vietnam retu-e, 
to rcL a : .c the cam a* of ev.„ : -. t 1 .? t* t.d numh-.T M t.'.o • 

cans it holds, insisting that this is a state secret \‘h:;h 
it wishes to re’sm for bargain -ng purposes in tuoi-f 
negotiations. Partly to keep the number of captive pilo". 

secret. North Vietnam refuses to allow many to write to 
their relatives. At least 388 and perhaps as many 3' 1 
prisoners are held in North Vietnam. Fewer than 1- .) 
have been allowed to write bom:, and thc-c 1 00 
written a total of only 600 letters. Abo. perhaps, to h- o 
the number secret, many ori c oners ar- held in s. 1 N. . 
confinement. This treatment is a clear violation of 
requirements of the t949 Geneva Conwntior on Prison *rs 
of War fwh'ch North Vietnam signed ir. 1957) ;u;j r h ■: 
had a demoralizing effect on many of the pilots Bat until 
Frishman and Hegdahl spoke, that was all. 

However, because the first six pilots who were released 
had all been in prison for less than eight months. be:au;. 
the prisoners whom Hanoi displayed to reporters tended to 
be the same ones again and again, and because many of 
the prisoners have yet to be identified, some U S. 
officials devised the “Two Groups” theory. They sumvsed 
Ihai North. Yieinam treated some prisoners well, so that 
they would tell the world that the prisons were humane, 
and so that they could be sent home in good shape 
when the occasion suited, but that another group 
was kept in the background and treated badly. The re- 
lease of Hegdahl after twenty-eight month;, and of Frish- 
man after twenty-one months, disrupted this theory, par- 
ticularly when the two prisoners claimed mistreatment. 

Shortly after the Frishman-Hegdihl press conference, 
some officials at the CIA expanded upon the “Two 
Group*” idea to suggest that the prisoners may be kept 
in three separate places. According to this theory, one 
camp holds those prisoners who cooperate, another tho-.fi 
who are unusually difficult, and the third those who are 
neither cooperative nor difficult. This might explain the 
difference in treatment reported by the various pilots who 
have returned, but it poses another question: why would 
North Vietnam release prisoners who had been mrturei? 

Another explanation of the difference in treatment was 
offered by Frishman himself. He said that what he c aid'd 
**lorture” may be the doings of jailers who act without the 
knowledge of North Vietnam’s leaders. Frishman stated. 
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•s an example, that his conditions improved whenever a 
North Vietnamese general visited the camp. 

North Vietnam’s treatment of its prisoners and its 
method of choosing those it releases may be puzzling, ba- 
the behavior of the United States toward those who have 
been freed is at least as mysterious. After ordering all 
released pilots to say nothing, the Pemagon b; s allowed 
two of them to tell melodramatic stories, while demand ; 
continuing silence of the others. Before the account' • 
Frishman and Hrgduhl can be accepted, the other U? - 
prisoners must be allowed to tell their stories. 
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OF LIAISON with F A nri lios of Scrviccnm 
in North Vietnam 365 West 42nd St.N: 



G&I (Al’c.^cc) 

KC- Tt:. : f-ji:): 

Cii L(f ri {Service number] : 
m Vi ;::‘T CMS (Date & piece of birtf.) 



OJA CKi (Address) : 

TR£I GIAM PHI CONG MY BJ bAt TAI 
NUfrC VI$T-NA!4 DAN chu cOng HOA 

VIA MOSCOW, USSR (Camp of detention for US. pilots czptuirxJ 

in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of VIETNAM) 


f 



% 




CCMY.iTTCB UVSC l 

with Fcrrilits of Ser\ iceircTr* Dc'c: 


in r.c; 


Vic 


KGU-&1 G&I 

H9 T£fi (Name in fu ! I) ; 


fit* CCl (Address): 





GKI CHU (N.B.I : 

1. Phai viet r5 va chi dir<?*c viet Iren nhu-ng ding ke r5r. (V/ntc 
legibfy and only on the lines). 

2. Trcng thu- chi n6i ve link hich sure khoe v£ tinh hh;h 

gia dinh ( Write only about health and family). 

3. Gia dinh giri den cilng phui iLco dung man, khutin kLo qi.y 
djnh txky (Letters from families should also conform to this proforma) 
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UNITED STATES » ERNMENT 



Memorandum * a ^ **■ 


date: 11/17/70 

nil 
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DIRECTOR , FBI (100-457899) 

SAC, ALBUQUERQUE (100-3655) (RUC) 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COLIFAM) 

IS - MISCELLANEOUS 
REGISTRATION ACT 
OO: New York 


Re Albuquerque letter and LHM dated 9/3/70; 

San Antonio letter dated 8/27/70; and Bulet to Albany dated 
10/12/70 * 

Enclosed herewith for 'the Bureau are five copies, 
and for New York two copies, of a letterhead memorandum 
regarding captioned matter. 

Referenced San Antonio letter sets forth a list of 
U. S. Air Force prisoners of war and Air Force personnel 
missing in action. Enclosed letterhead memorandum sets forth 
the results of interviews with relatives of prisoners of 
war whose names appear on this list and who reside in the 
Albuquerque Division. Albuquerque does not contemplate 
interviewing relatives of missing in action Air Force personnel 
as there is no indication they are in a prisoner of war status 
^7*>and i n view of reBulet to Albany, 10/12/70, UACB. 
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File .Vo. 
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Albuquerque, New Mexico 
November 17, 1970 



COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 



On October 22, 1970, Lieutenant Colonel JOSEPH 
BLAZINA, Commander, United States Army, Fort Wingate, Gallup, 
New Mexico, was contacted concerning captioned organization 
and advised he had no information regarding this organization 
and knew of no servicemen or relatives thereof who had been 
contacted by captioned group. 
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FD-302 (Rov 4-15-64) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA > iON 


ah /?c a* 


Data- 


10/13/70 








owing Information: 




the wife 

_ an American Air Force piaot cUf!"6TTTly being 
eia 8 .W a prisoner in North Vietnam, She has been active in 
the past in attempting to gain information concerning her 
husband and in connection with this, she has heard of an 
organization known as the Committee of Liaison With Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam. She understands 
CORA WEISS and DAVE DELLINGER are active in this organization. 
She has never been approached personally by anyone claiming 
to be a representative of this organization. She received 
one letter from her husband which was dated July 18, 1969, 
which came to her by mail. However, the entire letter had 
been placed in a second envelope along with a cover letter 
of the printed form type containing some instructions on 
how she could write to her husband. Also encjLjsec^tfere some J 
forms to be utilized for this purpose. Mrs. states ^ 

she did not maintain the envelope or its cont^W^^She is 
not certain, but she states she might have used one of the 
forms and tried sending a letter, but she obtained no reply 
as the letter dated July 18, 1969 is the last word she har 
heard directly from her husband. 

indicated she has been involved in so 
many different projects and trying to seek information that 
she does not remember everything in detail. She remembers 
sending a small package to her husband containing some skin 
lotion, but she is not certain if she actually attempted to 
send it through the instructions obtained from this committee 
or if she only thought about it and later decided to send it 
by regular international mail. Again, she does not know if 
it was delivered. She writes at least once a month through 

■hh<» VPffUlflT InteWfl+'innfll mn 1 1 anH nnna <-»-P + 1 « ^ -r- r. 

iiViiU VJ. W4U J.G LG1 O iiUV C 

been returned, but none have been answered. She does not 
know from first-hand knowledge if anyone has had letters 
actually brought to them by this organization or if they 
were able to deliver prisoners In 

herein is unclassified 
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publicity, 
brought any 



stated that it was her inz> re salon VE1SS teas after 

asked eoncernLig the possibility they had 
*0 and VEISS Indicated they had none with 
then. She re member* mentioning to VSISS that she had not re- 
ceived any word from her husband, to which SKIMS replied that 
mall was probably being detained by the State department* She 
got the Impression that W KISS honestly believed the prisoners 
were sending out mall, but that the State Department was inter- 
cepting it . 

Mrs, relates she is not sympathetic with 

any of the peace groups which are attempting to establish 
communications between families and prisoners because she 
feels it hinders the families* chances of establishing eon- 

4^.4. m, _ 4 J t 4 .V .4 .U. * . 1 i. Jx 

OUV 6UUVXUUCU WJ XCfcX t IJLt U1»V BXiC J. ej.tr Xtr pUSBIUie 

that if the Worth Vietnamese did not have the peace groups 
to deal with, that they might then deal with the International 
Bed Cross, She further states she does not feel her husband 
would approve of dealing with such organisations and for this 
reason, too, she stays away from thenn She substantiated this 
opinion by indicating that when in Laos, she spoke to a North 
Vietnamese Official asking if he could deliver the small 
package she had for her husband. She was then told that she 

nV.Ai.1J 4 + liA.W 4. 1 rr»4 4 » nl.i... __ J —i — i x x^ _ _ _ 

oawmu ui joig xt» uoca. \*\j vajlct uuxvcru owavvs «U4U give n w we 

of the peace groups for handling. She related that should 
she possess any information which might be useful testimony, 
that she would be willing to testify at any time. 
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esumes, subsequently delivered to her 
' advised that the Directorate of 
utenant Colonel A. W. GRATCH, at Randolph 
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A Q 100-3655 


presumed this method of letter exchange was officially 

sanctioned. . ^ 

pic Co li&ui* 

Mrs advised that she did not desire to do 

anything which might tend to jeopardize her husband as a PW 
and if this meant testifying before an^tvoe of body, she would 
most assuredly refuse to do so. Mrs. advised that 

the following letters represent all of^nei^Brrespondence 
from the COLIAFAM group* 


1. Letter dated April 7, 1970, Committee of Liaison 
With Families of Servicemen Detained in North 
Vietnam, signed CORA WEISS and DAVE DELLINGER 


2. Letter dated April 20, 1970, Committee of Liaison 
With Families of Servicemen' Detained in North 
Vietnam, signed STEVEN eVHALLIWELL 



3. Letter dated May 4, 1970, Committee of Liaison 
With Families of Servicemen Detained in North 
Vietnam, signed from Rev. RICHARD\FERNAND£Z / 

4. Letter dated May 13, 1970, Committee of Liaison 

With Families of Servicemen Detained in North 
Vietnam, signed BARBARA WEBSTER / 

5. Letter dated June 14, r970, Committee of Liaison 
With Families of Servicemen Detained in North 
Vietnam, signed BARBARA WEBSTER 


6. Letter dated September 14, 1970, Committee of 
Liaison, signed CORA WEISS 

7. Letter dated September 18, 1970, Committee of 
Liaison With Families of Servicemen Detained in 
North Vietnam, signed CORA WEISS 
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January 20, 1970 



Dear Friend, 

I am happy to report that during my visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1969* and January 9* 1970, I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vietny (Viet Nam Committee for Solidarity with 
American People ) about 500 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you and other family members of prisoners of war in North Vie 

Immediately prior to my departure from North Vietnam I was given 
letters from 6E American prisoners of war, and in keeping with t 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 

Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

365 W. E2nd Street 
New York, New York 



for transmittal to the individual addressees. We at the American Friends 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a part in opening 3 channel 
for communication between the prisoners and their families and hope that 
this will continue. 

You may be interested to know that during iqy visit to North Vietnam I 
was able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 


Following my departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
in South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 

I have asked my colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to my return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities with ny specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 
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ly yourjj, \ 

for: Louis W. Schneider 

Roger G. Fredrickson 



AMERICAN KRILND, 


.RVICE COMMITTEE INC. 


Ht \R\ r>i l s 
HINRY J CADt'URY 
BRONSON P CLARK 
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M>t) Notfh / ilh'nnth Pfrenl. 
PhihuJelplua. Pennsylvania 1910. 
Phone 215-563-9372 



y 
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December l£, 1969 


Dear Friend, 

This is but a brief note to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
addressed to your family member who is being held as a prisoner 
of war in North Vietnam. 

Ky current plans call for me to arrive in North Vietnam on or 
about 2 6 December at which point I hope to be able to turn your 
letter along with a large number of other letters from the imme- 
diate families of men being held to the appropriate authorities 
of the Democratic Republic of North Vietnam, along with my re- 
quest that the letters be delivered to the individual prisoners. 

After my return to the United States I will write to you again 
to let you know whether it was possible to deliver the letters. 



Associate Executive Secretary 
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ivic’i Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

C0L1AFAM 




or 


r 

V. 



Co-choirmcn: 

Dove Dellinger 
Cora Weiss 


Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


Committee 

R ichard J. Barnett 
Rennie Dovis 
Model me Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
‘Maggie Geddes 
Steve Halliwcll 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meocham 
Prof. Beo Seitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmonn 
Ethel Taylor 
‘Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 

* staff 


365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


ku /tc. AS- &> 

April 7, 1970 


( 212 ) 765 - 1490 ' 


Dear 


'Ttiftt 



/ ; 


Our Committee has recently received official 
confirmation of 81 more servicemen being held t 
in North Vietnam.. By now y ou should have 



heard that 
is on this ITst . The North Vietnamese 
now confirmed through the Committee of 
Liaison a total of 335 men beli.g held. 


This notification also means that a letter 
is en route from him. The enclosed release 
explains how mail is forwarded via our 
office. Because mail from Hanoi is very 
slow we cannot be sure when the 'letter will 
come, but we will forward it as soon as it 
arrives here. 


We are very pleased to be able to perform 
this service and hope that you will feel , 
free to be in touch with us should you have 
any questions. 

At the same time, we are continuing to work: 
towards the immediate and complete withdrawal 
of all U.S, troops from Southeast Asia so 
that soon all families, American and Vietna- 
mese, can be united again. 




Sincere 
\ , 

I Cora Weiss 



P.S . Kindly excuse the mimeographed 
letter, but there are many families to 
reach at the same time • 


... 
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iv/f/j FamiHos of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 

365 Wesf 42nd Sfreef, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAF AM 


Co-chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 


T ?£!J .y rcr: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
Rev, Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
‘Moggie Geddes 
Steve Holltwcll 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Mcachom 


rroi. oca oeitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
‘Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 


‘staff 


( 212 ) 765-1490 


An to 


April 20, 1970 


Dear 





Rev. HTShard Fernandez, a member of the 
Committee of Liaison, returned today from a 
two-week trip to Laos and North Vietnam. He 
brought back the enclosed letter along with' 
2ni others from prisoners being held in 
North Vietnam. 


While there. Rev. Fernandez held 8 lengthy 
interview with three pilots, Cdr. Robert 
Schweitzer, Cdr. Walter Wilber and Lt . Col. 
Edison Miller. He also was advised by North 
Vietnamese authorities that families should 
write letters monthly on the enclosed air- 
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several to you at this time and will send 
more with subsequent mail. 


We are of course very pleased to be able 
to forward this letter to you. 


Sineerelv vours . 




Steven E. Halliwell 
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i vic/t Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street. New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COUAF AM 


(212) 765-1490 


Co-choirmen: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 





Treoiurcr: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Commi free 

R : C hard J. Barnett 
Renme Davis 
Modcltnc D uc kies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev, Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchtcf 
‘Moggie Geddes 
Steve Holtiwell 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Seo Seitimon 
Prof. Franz Schumann 
Ethel Taylor 
* Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 


May 4, 1970 


From: Rev. Richard Fernandez 

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 


On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 

here. The following inform? tion^was e mph a seized 

me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 


1) The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence, 

2) Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 

3) Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 
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want to write. 



Detention Camp authorities have said that they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
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mating letters each month if 


: a l _ 

different 


members 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 




If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R,," .should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaison 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letters 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 


While I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dowd of Cornell University and I 
met v;ith three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; / 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said '/ 
they had daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from tbejJLr 
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Richard Fernandez memo - page 2 



families, and asked that packages include toilet articles and canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 

Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison's contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 900 letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 15$ 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 



1 




- 13 - 


COMMITTEE OF a . JSON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLIAFAM 


( 212 ) 765-1490 


Co-cho i rmcn: 

Dave Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 


T rea surer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


Dear friend : 


May 13, 1970 


Committee 

Richord J. Bornett 
Rennie Dovi s 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Normon Fruchter 
‘Maggie Geddes 
Steve Halliwell 
Prof. Donold Kalish 
Stewart Meocham 
Prof. Bea Seitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
‘Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 
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we have been expecting from prisoners held in 
North Vietnam. The total number of letters in 
both packages was 1 56. Although the packages 
were mailed a month apart, they both arrived 
here today. 


We are very happy to send herewith the letter 
addressed to you. 


Sincerely, 

Barbara Webster 


‘staff 
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COMMITTEE OF L .ISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAFAM 


Co-cKoirmcn: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Weiss 


(212) 765-1490 


Treasurer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 


June 14, 1970 


Committee 

Kichord J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Folk 
Rev. Richard Fernondez 
Norman Fruchter 
•Maggie Geddes 
Steve Hall iwetl 
Prof. Donald Kolish 

c* it i 

vu"ui i mcuuuum 

Prof. Beo Seitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
“Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 

“staff 


Tl/o vt ^ yii • 

U i. A i. A.V 1 JU * 

We are very glad to send you the enclosed 
letter from North Vietnam. It, along 
with 142 others, was brought to this 
country by Jean Palomdon,~Nancy Rubin 
and Judy Claver — anti-war activists 
who spent two weeks in North Vietnam. 

The letters were slightly delayed in 
getting here because all the material 
they brought back with them, including 
the letters, was confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
Montreal. This was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to them. 

There will be another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 

If you would like them to take a l etter , — 
from you, please send it to" us in the 


/ 


Sincerely, 

73 a ► /a/* . , { J i yi L a 

Barbara Webster 
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COiiiilTTEE OF LIAISON 

365 Nest 42 Street, New York, N.V. 10036 
212-KI9-4478 


September 24. 1970 


Dear friends: 


We are very happy to forward the enclosed letter to 
you which just arrived with 142 others from Hanoi. 
This is the first mail since June because no one has 
travelled to North Vietnam during the summer. The 
Vietnamese no longer rely on unpredictable postal 
channels as experience has proven it delayed and 
risky. Therefore, they wait for travellers to 
guarantee safe and rapid delivery. \ 


We are also enclosing some letter forms for your 
convenience. 



visitors to North Vietnam usually let us know of their 
departure and are willing to take mail with them. A 
number of people are planning to go this fall and 
winter, and we would be happy to forward your mail 
for you. Kindly seal the let ‘or forms, even if they 
contain photor, and do not affix stamps. 



To ease some cf the administrative difficulties in 
North Vietnam, including translation, you might consider 
typing your letters on the suggested letter form, with 
a clear signature. 


Should you hive ahy questions please do not hesitate 
to get in tc : zh v*ith us, and kindly inform us of any 
changes ir, ec.dress to facilitate further forwarding 
of mail. 



w s i n r ' pv ATI on rnr’TA t 
’ ' is cnzla-vsu- ui 
.■ .r 2|5 lft3__.fi :• 

cm^no ■pwiijHift pu.eon&iv 



Sincerely, 
Cora T’eisa 
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( 212 ) 765-1490 


September 18 , 1970 


Dear Friends, 

We are very happy to forward the en- 
closed letters to you. I would like to give 
you an account of the events that\took place 
around the illegal seizure of these letters 
at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would 
have had your mail a day or two earlier x had it 
not been for this interference. x N 

Robert Scheer announced when he left'X^ 
Hanoi that he had been given 379 letters from 
pilots whose names appeared on the list of 
335 previously confirmed nrisoners. Hr. 

Scheer, with a delagation of 10, had spent 
three months in Algeria, North Korea, China, 
and North Vietnam, and had accumulated a wide 
range of materials. However, U.S. Customs 
officials at Kennedy Airport were interested 
°nly in the whereabouts of the letters. Mr. 
Scheer opened the two packets of letters for 
the Customs officials to see. They then took 
him into a private room and demanded that he 
turn over the mail, saying, " We must open it 
and read it. ; He refused to hand over the 
letters as they had been consigned to him for 
immediate delivery to families. Finally, the 
Customs officials agreed to place the letters 
in bond, where the packages were officially 
sealed and a receipt given to Hr. Scheer. 

(Last Saturday 143 letters were brought 
by a traveller returning from Hanoi. That 
brought to 1243 the number of letters from pri- 
soners that have been delivered by hand to the 
U.S. without interference.) 
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No explanation has been offered by anyone for the 
seizure of the mail, and no guarantees have been made that 
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the 
State Department assured me that the mail was available 
to be claimed and expressed concern that it be forwarded 
immediately to relieve anxiety of waiting families. We 
reminded the State Department that it was the government 
that had seized the mail in seeming disregard for the fam- 
ilies, prisoners, and the future of communication between 
them. Hr. Scheer off erred to meet with representatives of 
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation 
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrances of 
this nature. His request was rejected, when he went with 
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim the nail, he was unneces- 
sarily harrassed, and the press was ejected from observing 
the reclamation, despite the fact that the very same people 
had observed the seizure. T *hen he finally got the letters, 
,T r. Scheer immediately transferred them to the Committee of 
Liaison for distribution. 

He are very distressed about this incident. This 
delivery of mail brought first letters from previously con- 
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom had had 
no mail for five years, m e have devoted considerable time 
and effort to maintaining a reliable and efficient channel 
for communication between you and the pilots. At the ini- i 1 
tiative of the North Vietnamese both the volume and frequency 
of mail has increased. The pilots have been receiving in- 
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assortment of 
food, medicines, clothing and various kinds of games. He 
are not responsible for the conaeqiances that acts of govern- 
mental interference may produce. 

Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us if 
you have any questions, and kindly inform us of any changes 
of address. Should you wish us to forward mail to your 
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do so. There 
will be several people travelling there in the coming months. 


Sincerely^ours , 


’Cora weiss 


-IB* 


TD-36 'Rev, $-22-64) 



An i-><~ itA. e» ti&ti-- 

Transmit the following in 

Via A I R T B L 


F B I 
Date: 


11/6/70 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 

>C, CHARLOTTE (100-10986) (P) 



tt ^ICTBB __QE. LIATSON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH 
V^TNAM _iCOLIFAM) 

IS - MISCELLANEOUS ALL INFCP'-ATION CONTAINED 
REGISTRATION ACT HEREIN is UNCLASSIFIED ' 

MTEOtes^B^ 

(00: NEW YORK) ™MfciAi*AeopF) 

ClJW5i51» 

Re New York airtels to Bureau, 6/8/70 and 7/14/70; 
and Charlotte airtel to Bureau, 10/13/70, enclosing LHM. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of LHM 
regarding captioned organization? three copies are enclosed 
for New York, / 



Investigation at 




^3^- Bureau (Ends - 11 
C) 2 - New York (100- 
x 2 - Charlotte 

AGENCY: ARMY, ONI, €SI, SEC. SEfL, ‘STKTEHHA 


N. C,, was conducted 
N. C., by SA 


Tel p -*-?- 7 D' -y Sent 
by Lett-?;- Ir-;ea__ 

jfer FOILA Kecjuest 



*~ 1 * - 31 



MfiTiSn 


’" fV vfirrvef iviv 

CATE FORW: 7° 

HOW FOI _J?/S 7 
BY- 


71 



- \® 


?/o-5 \ 


It 


ecial Agent in Charge 


Sent 



OQfSTAXcbp 


II. S. GOVERNMENT PRtNTWC OFFICE : 1M» O - SW-080 <||> 



IV 


missing 


phone 

parents ing 

in action since September 17, 1968. ^ VO-"" 


77l»: 


THIS DOCU*CNT CONTAINS NEITHER RE CDMMSNDAT IONS wrr. 
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT AND 
ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 
YOUR AGENCY. 

/oc-^i) 'I '49' 

EHClOSURt 





( 


0 


COMMITTEE OP LIAISON WITH PA MI LIES 
OP SERVICE HEN DETAINED IN NORTH 
VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 




2 



mm > fcte 


U BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


. ( 




0/7/70 


On September 29, 19 
interviewed at her residence. 

North Carolina, 
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Mrs , ^Bp^^ad vised that her husband was taken 
prisoner in May three years ago, and until January, 1970, she 
had not received any communication from her husband. Between 
January, 1970, and September, 1970, she has now received eight 
letters, all delivered through C0LIFAM. She advised that she 
personally talked to two members of COLIFAi! in January, 1970, 

on the telephone, and they were ETHEL TAYLOR ^and STET7ART , 

MEACHAM. She stated the phone calls concerned her getting 
her husband. Each time a letter was delivered 
Mrs. ^mmistated, it was delivered in a plain white envelope 
marked Committee of Liaison, Second Floor^36^jfest 42nd 
Street, New York, New York, 10036. Mrs. stated that 

by communication with her husband through^^^^^>rganization, 
it appears that her husband has not actually received anj 
of her letters but he has received- some packages. Mrs. 
furnished a list of letters and newspaper clippings whii 
reflect her communication with C0LIFAH. She stated sho would 
be willing to furnish any additional information to the FBI 
when she receives it. 






i * 


. ;AIjL I^ObAtIOH CONTAINED 


o . 9/29/70 




111 

■ ' i 


mu /. CK_lM-10Mft. 


Oaf* dlctotod 9 / 29/70 


ThU dacwnani coni« lm MHkir r»comm*n4oUonc nor eonclutlom ol tha FBI. II li tha property d th* FBI pad ll hud IP ytMf t|*Kfj 
II and III canton!* ««t not (a b« tfttirtbwtorf autoida yaur eptncy.. 



AMERICAN FRIENDS ^ 


HfcNR^ r _>£tR1TS 

h.NRY J CADHl/RY 

h - •..<* c. ■ 

BRONSON P. Ct ARK 

f.. 5c\ -t . 


ICE COMMITTEE INC. W A 

T ; 

V 


76 ^ North Fifteenth Street, 

ilade/phhi. Pennsylvania 19V) 2 
, one 219-563-9372 


< 


December 1 $, 1969 


Dear Friend, 

This is but a brief note to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
addressed to your family member wiio is being held as a prisoner 
of war in North Vietnam. 

My current plans call for me to arrive in North Vietnam on or 
about 26 December at which point I hope to be able to turn your 
letter along with a large number of other letters from the imme- 
diate families of men being held to the appropriate authorities 
of the Democratic Republic of North Vietnam, along with my re- 
quest that the letters be delivered to the individual prisoners. 

After my return to the United States I will write to you again 
to let you know whether it was possible to deliver the letters. 
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January 20, 1970 


Dear Friend, 

I am happy to report that during my visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1969? and January 9, 1970, I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vietmy (Viet' Nam Committee for Solidarity with 
•American People) about 500 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you and other family members of prisoners of war in North Vietnam. 

Immediately prior to my departure from North Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 6JU American prisoners of war, and in keeping with the 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 

Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 
men detained in North 
Vietnam 

365 W. i;2nd Street 
New York, New York 

for transmittal to the individual addressees. We at the American Friends 
Service Committee are pleased to have had a p3rt in opening a channel 
for communication between the prisoners and their families and hope that 
this will continue. 


You may be interested to know that during my visit to North Vietnam I 
was able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 

Following my departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
in South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 


I have asked my colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 

prior to iry return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 

ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 

priate North Vietnamese authorities with rr$r specific request that it be 

delivered to the individual addressee. 
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sincerely yours, 



for: Louis flL Schneider 

G/tFredrickson- 
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In -the course of the Vietnam war, links have been 
built- between the people of Vietnam and American: 





I- is therefore understandable that the Vietnamese should indicate their 
bo sic confidence in the American people through the peace movement which 
they believe embodies American ideals, rather than the government. And 
in the past, the Vietnamese have sskec the peace movement to receive 
U.S. servicemen — primarily pilots whose planes were shot down — when Lno 
Morth Vietnamese government has decided to release them. Or, three 
separate occasions--February 1968, July 1968 and July 1969 — the peace 
movement has gone to Hanoi and returned with released servicemen; on 
one occasion an American peace activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
to receive three released NLF captives. 

In addition, Americans visiting Hanoi have frequently carried letters 
there at the request of families, and have brought back letters from 
servicemen. There have also been occasions when American peace activists 
have met prisoners and talked with then. 


Functions of the Commit tee 



A Committee of Liaison has now been established as an extension of 
these past efforts at the request of the North Vietnamese. As on past 
occasions, the peace movement is responding to a request by the Vietna- 
mese to meet a specific, immediate need and is not in any sense repre- 
senting the government of North Vietnam. 


The Committee will seek to facilitate communication between families in 
the U.S . and servicemen now imprisoned in North Vietnam. Basically, the 
Committee will receive letters from servicemen and forward them throuch 
the domestic mails, thereby decreasing, we hope, past problems in the 
receipt of such mail. 'We will also forward letters to North Vietnam at 
the request of relatives. Families ' are of course still free to send 
letters and parcels directly but should note that the instructions on 
mailing previously issued by the State Department are wrong. The correct 
address is: 

name of serviceman 

serial number 

Camp of Detention of U.S. Pilots 
Captured in the P.R.v. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
via No scow , U_. s . s_.t> . ’ 1 
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roruests for information about servicemen fror.i families who arc 
uncertain if thoir relatives arc* boinc hole 7 in North Vietnam. Re- 
quests should be submitted to the Comni ttee , but there ir, no certainty 
when and if the North Vietnamese will be able to respond. The Conmittc- 
will of course transnit immediately any information that it receives 
to the family. 

Clarification 



Two clarifications are in order: first, it should be noted that the 
Committee will be dealing naloly with the government of Forth Vietnam 
and will not have any information on men held in South Vietnam by the 
Pi'ovicional Revolutionary Government. Nor will we be able to provide 
information at this time concerning men held in Laos or any other Louth 
east -Asian country where U.S. troops and aircraft are presently mvolvcc 
in combat missions. 

Secondly , the Committee will function entirely apart from the U.S. goverr 
nent. The U.S. government has frequently made it more difficult for the 
Vietnamese to be open to the concerns of Inner lean families by using the 
families' genuine desires as a propaganda, ploy. The government has 
further attempted to provo ho an angry response from the Vietnamese by 
publicizing unsubstantiated and inflammatory testimony from fliers al- 
ready released: apparently , the government has decided to jeopardize 
existing communications and the possibility of future releases for the 
cake of propaganda aimed at ‘ prolonging the war . The Forth Vietna- 
mese are also very aware that the U.C. government’s claims of humani- 
tarian concerns are contradicted by the well-documented policy of tor- 
ture and brutality practiced on prisoners taken in the Couth by U.C. 
and Saigon troops. 

In addition to all these factors, there is the simple fact that the 
resolution of the fate of all the servicemen now held in North Vietnam 
waits ultimately upon a U.C. decision to end the war and withdraw’ all 
its forcer and materiel. 

~>7ho Ue Are 

Ue firmly believe that the safe return of these men and the half 
million others that the U.C. maintains in South Vietnam, Laos, Thailand 
and aboard naval vessels — who can also be viewed as prisoners, prisoners 
of their own government since many have been sent to fight in a war 
against the dictates of thoir own conscience — can only come with a de- 
cision on the part of the U.C. government to withdrew from Vietnam. 
Because of this conviction, we who arc serving on this Committee will 
continue our efforts to create popular pressure strong enough to force 
the government to withdraw. 

We are active in a variety of organizations committed to ending the 
war: American Friends Service Committee, the New Mobilization Committee 
to End the Far in Vietnam, Clergy and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam, 
Women Strike for Peace, The Conspiracy, and Women Against Daddy Jar- 
bucks. The Committee is supported by donations from individuals and 
organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its wort. 
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Though we certainly hope that you have 
received the letter sent to you iron North 
Vietnam by this time, v;e understand that there 
has been trouble with its delivery. The letter 
has not been returned to this otlice (its 
return address), and Stewart Meacnam is stm 
checking through the post otlice m r niladeiphia . 


‘staff 

While we are attempting to tind out what 
the ditticuity is, we thought we should seno 
you our Intormation Sheet, so t hat you might 
Know what tne Committee ol Liaison is. 



As noted in the Sheet, letters win be 
periodically sent tro;n North Vietnam to 1 amines 
in this country. The families win be abie to 
send letters once a month (note the man ad- 
dress on the Sheet), ana packages less than 6 
pounds in weight once every other month. We are 
also enclosing a letter form which you may wish 
to use in writing back to your husoana, once 
you do receive his letter. 

Again, we hope that you have heard or will 
hear soon, and understand the frustration this 
must have caused you and your family. 



" T . T I»r0? T 1 C0N7A I Mr 

" IC UNCLASSIFIED 

L'JPShl EY 






t \r 


'HTTF.F 


OF Li 


with FamiSsL 


^ ON 

- c Servicemen Detail 


:/r9 


fJ o rth Vie in a 


ABLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAF AM 




o-cno i rrncn: 

Dove Dellinger 
Cora Weiss 

reasurcr: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 
» 

omrr.ittee 

Richard J. Barnett 

IV^IUMIT UUT I ? 

Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
‘Maggie Gcddes 
Steve Halliwell 
Prof. Donald Kalish 
Stewart Meocham 
Prof. Bea Soitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmcnn 
Ethel T a/lor 
* Barbara Webster 
Trudi Young 

‘staff 


365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 

/ 


toe &L* o /XZti.- v * 20 > W n 



Rev. Richard Fernandez , a member of the 
Committee of Liaison, returned today from a 
two-week trip to Laos and North Vietnam. He 
brought back the enclosed letter along with 
201 others from prisoners being held in 
North Vietnam. 


While there. Rev. Fernandez held a lengthy 
interview with three pilots, Cdr. Robert 
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Edison Miller. He also was advised by North 
Vietnamese authorities that families should 
write letters monthly on the enclosed air- 
letter forms. Vie are therefore sending 
several to you at this time and will send 
more with subsequent mail. 


We are of course very pleased to be able 
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Sincerely yours. 


Steven E. Halliwell 
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From: Rev. Richard Fernandez 
To: The families of the 335 presently 
prisoners held in North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 
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On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
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me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are avia re of it: 

The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 

Communication to pilots should be limited to 
matters of family and health. 

Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 

sntion Camp authorities have said that they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
same family. Families should make arrangements for 

alternating lathers pan h month if different members 


want to write. 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go in another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R.," should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address, if letters are sent to the Committee of Liaison 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letters 
on in packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 

While I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dow*’ of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt . Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised us that they had been getting letters and packages from their 
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families, and asked that packages include toilet articles 8nd canned 
foods. In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 

Also, In my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison 1 s contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 500 letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 155 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
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May 13, 1970 


Dear friend : 

Today we received two packages of letters which 
we have been expecting from prisoners held in 
North Vietnam, The total number of letters in 
both packages was 156, Although the packages 
were mailed a o'ionth apart , they both arrived 
here today. 

We are very, happy to send herewith the letter 
addressed to you. 


Sincerely, 

u) XUhfrC'Sl. 

Barbara Webster 
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June 14, 1970 


Dear friend: 

tte are very glad to send you the enclosed 
letter from North Vietnam, It, along 
with 142 others, was brought to this 
country by Jean Palomdon, Nancy Rubin 
and Judy Claver --anti-war activists 
who spent two weeks in North Vietnam, 

The letters were slightly delayed in 
getting here because all the material 
they brought back with them, including 
the letters, was confiscated by the 
Canadian Customs upon their arrival in 
Montreal. This was totally unexpected 
and unprecedented; but they generated 
enough pressure so that everything was 
returned to them. 

There will be another group going to 
North Vietnam at the end of this month. 

If you would like them to take a letter 
from you, please send it to us in the 
next week or so. 


A;.l ir;rn: ce::: at:;e;; 

nr.Nrw: is 

d a t i : 2 > « y 5f&. 
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Sincerely, 

BoAbOJlh UJ-Z&otcA. 

Barbara Webster 


COii. iITTEE OF LIAISON 

365 West 42 Street, New York, IKY. 1003G 
212-KI9-447B 


September 14, 1970 


Dear friends *. 

Vie are very happy to forv;ard the enclosed letter to 
you which just arrived v;ith 142 others from Fanoi. 

This is the first mail since June because no one has 
travelled to North Vietnam fiurinq the summer. The 
Vietnamese no longer roly on unpredictable postal 
channels as experience has proven it delayed and 
risky. Therefore, they wait for travellers to 
guarantee safe and rapid deliverv. 

We are also enclosing some letter forms for your 
convenience. 

Visitors to North Vietnam usually let us knov; of their 
departure and are willing to take mail with them. A 
number of people are planning to go this fall and 
winter, and we would be happy to forward your mail 
for you. Kindly seal the ler > er forms, even if they 
contain photos, and do not affix stamps. 

To ease some of the administrative difficulties in 
North Vietnam, including translation, you might consider 
typing your letters on the suggested letter form, with 
a clear signature. 

Should you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to get in touch with us, and kindly inform us of any 
changes in address to facilitate further forwarding 
of mail. 


n OT" 7 A N- J 


Lz*' jv 
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Sincerely, 

do'lcv. (jOcKo 

Cora v-eiss 
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Dear Friends, 

V 7 c are very happy to forward the en- 
closed letters to you. I v;ould like to crivc 
you an account of the events that took place 
around the illegal seizure of these letters 
at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would 
have had your mail a day or tv?o earlier had it 
not been for this interference. 

Robert Scheer announced when he left 
Hanoi that he had been given 379 letters from 
pilots whose names appeared on the list of 
335 previously confirmed prisoners. Tr. 
Schecr, with a delagation of 1C, had spent 
three months in Algeria, North Korea, China, 
and North Vietnam, and had accumulated a wide 
range, of materials. However, U.S. Customs 
officials at Kennedy Airport were interested 
fr nly in the whereabouts of the letters. Nr. 
Scheer opened the two cachets of letters for 
the Customs officials to see. They then too!; 

him S nfn a riri r-nnm Anri rl^m^nNorl rh^f he 

— tr <— —■ T — — w • — 

turn over the mail, saying, "He must open it 
and read it. : He refused to hand, over the 

letters as they had been consigned to him for 
immediate delivery to families. Finally, the 
Customs officials agreed to place the letters 
in bond, where the packages were officially 
sealed and a receipt given to :l r. Scheer. 



(Last Saturday 143 letters were brought 
by a traveller returning from Hanoi. That 
brought to 1243 the number of letters from pri- 
soners that have been delivered by hand to the 
U.S. without interference.) 


Air t . 
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No explanation has been offered by anyone for the 
seizure of the nail, and no guarantees have been made that 
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the 
State Department assured me that the mail was available 
to be claimed and expressed concern that it bo forwarded 
immediately to relieve anxiety of waiting families. Oe 
reminded the State Department that it was the government 
that had seized the mail in seeminq disregard for the fam- 
ilies, prisoners, and the future of coronunication between 
them. Nr . Scheer off erred to meet vrith representatives of 
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation 
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrances of 
this nature. His reouest was rejected. Then he went with 
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim the mail, he was unneces- 
sarily harrassed, and. the press was ejected from observing 
the reclamation, desnite the fact that the very same neonio 
had observed the seizure. v? hen he finally rot the letters, 
' : r. Scheer immediately transferred them to the Committee of 
Liaison for distribution . 

Ve are very distressed about this incident. This 
delivery of mail brought first letters from oreviously con- 
firmed prisoners for four families, some of who™ had had 
no mail for five years. T7 e have devoted considerable time 
and effort to maintaining a reliable and efficient channel 
for communication between you and the pilots. At the ini- 
tiative of the North Vietnamese both the volume and frequency 
of mail has increased. The pilots have been receiving in- 
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assortment cf 
food, medicines, clothing and various hinds of games, he 
are not responsible for the consequences that acts of govern- 
mental interference may produce. 

Please do not hesitate to be in touch with us if 
you have any questions, and kindly inform us of any changes 
of address. Should you wish us to forward mail to your 
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do so. There 
will be several people travelling there in the coming months. 


Sincerely^yours , 
Cora weiss 
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C* 

On September 25, 
interviewed at her homo at __ 

North Carolina, and furnisha 

Ln o 

Mrs . stated that since her husband has been 

declared missing, she has received no mail from him. She 
stated that she has attempted to write to her husband through 
the American Friends Service Committee, 160 North Fifteenth 
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 19102, and this committee 
was suggested to her by the Casualty Office at Randolph Air 
Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. She advised that the Casualty 
Office notified her that a KENNETH KIRKPATRICK was going 
to Hanoi in June, 1970, and would take any letters over at 
that tine. Mr. KIRKPATRICK’S address was listed as Peace 
Education Secretary, AFSC*814 Northeast 40th Street, Seattle, 
Washington, 93105. Mrs . a^HAstatcd she wrote a letter o n 
June 3, 1970, and sent i^cHuRKPA TRICK in Washington, and 
she received a letter back on July 27 , 1970, stating that he 
was unable to deliver the letter duo to the fact that Mrs. 
husband 'Was not on Hanoi's PON list. She advised that in mo 
letter from KIRKPATRICK was a list of POV’s furnished by 
the Committee of Liaison with Families cf Servicemen Detained 
in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) . She stated that this is the 
only contact she has had with this group 
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interviewed at hjs 
North Carolina, and 


home , 
f urnis 


sfafed that he has not heard from his 
son since he was shot down flying. He advised that he has 
not been in contact with any organizations attempting to 
deliver letters to his son. He advised that his vife had 
made several trips to Washington in attempts to discover 
additional information concerning their son. 
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October 1 6 , 1970 


Mrs . 


iVlS 00 


beginning of this xnFJ 
interview with Mrs . WM 


e is r.ne mot nor or 
pilot in the United States 

( was not present at the 
came home just as the 
I concluded . 


yt* 


Mrs . ■■ stated that her soj^^^tyij^xith seven 
crew menyaer^d^^^^?a from Thailand on 19^9 > » 

in a a mission and n ever^^^^^g^Jisard 

noted son 

the A ircr^ff Commander , She 

information she received from the United States Air Force 
revealed that weather conditions held up the proper 
performance of her son ; s first mission, and he was directed 
to another area, and while en route to the second area, 
apparently was hit by ^^my aircraft fire and his plane was 
last seen crashing in I^Hand fellow pilots in the immediate 
^area saw no parachute so^l if e in the immediate crash area. 


crew 
in a 


s aeoar' 


X:h seven 

I 1969, 

"n heard 



husband or 
received any communication 
of Liaison with Families of 
Vietnam (COLIFAM) . She did 


4 - >%■*•» -v* c V. p n av» a v 

x ciiC n wx 

has 

oeen coni Committee 
Servicemen Detained in North 
state that thev have communicated 
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with the American Red Cross National Headquarters, Washington, 
D. C. 20006, The United States Air Force, Randolph Air Force 
Base, Texas 78l48, PRINCE SOUHIANOUBONG, care of M. SOT. 
PETHRASI, MEO LAO HAK. SOT., representative, Vientiane, Laos, 
and finally cbey obtained an address from a news pa per of 
P. 0. Box 7777s Washington, D. C., which she wrote to and 
received periodicals concerning families that have relatives 
in the hands of the North Viet names. She noted that this 
last address advertised that if she wrote, they would forward 
her communications to the proper individuals, who could 
furnish her letter to he^on if he was held captive in 
North Vietnam. Mrs. ^H^Ksaid that they have never 

T^TCrmation concerning their son, 
in regard to whether he survived the 
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v Mrs . stated after her husband, Mr. 

arrived at their home that neither she ncTr her 
husband could furnish any further information concerning 
this matter and that she would immediately contact the FBI 
in the event that any of their family was contacted by 
any individual concerning her son. 
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TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


C, KNOXVILLE (100—4101) (F) 


date: 11/17/70 



Jbject: V - COMMITT EE OF 1.1A ISOH JfJXS WUITT.TKB 
or SERVICEMEN DETAIN ED I N 

north vne nooi (colifam) 

ZS - MISCELLANEOUS 
REGISTRATION ACT 
(OOi NY) 

R« New York airtel to Bureau 6/9/70. 

I 

Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy 
FD-3 02 — ahowina ^he^ results of an interview with 

Tenn., 11/5/70. . The original 

contamea itt the Knoxville file 100-4160. 

I?!** ^ upon interview, informed agents that 

he has not been contacted by any member of the COLIFAM group 
and is of the opinion that he will not be contacted. He 
advised that from the circumstances reported to him of 
the disappearance of his son two years ago he does not 
believ^there can be any hope that he is still alive. 

*** • aH^Hadvised that should he be contacted by any 



such group, he will immediately info rm the FBI 


<P 



2)- Bureau (100-457899) (Enc. 1) (RK) 

- New York (100-168469) (Enc. 1) (rm) 
3 - Knoxville (2 - 100-4101) 
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S. Air Krci. 'Hr:^HT3nU<r Ull U IOs bwn 


informed by a riprttwmm of ths Air Fore* that hi s 
•on is Kissing In action and from the circumstances ho Is 
of the opinion that his jaon la dead. 

According to mr.fl^^Hfhi 
his son has boon with the representative of the Air Force 
and as far as he knows there has been no attempt by 
inv group or ooM|ittit to contact him. It stated that he 
has no information of the Committee of Liaison with Families 
of Servicemen Detained in Forth Vietnam and is positive that 
this group has not made any effort to contact him. He 
further advised that no one has attempted to deliver any 

1 — 1 I _ 4- A- — L. J _ aL. . i. k.na k*1 Il4a 

perionai odj vct> to nui uia \. uijiiw u»v» w«xuu^*u *.v ui» 

son nor has he received any communications through the 
mail indicating that anyone or any committee could do this 
for him. . 

Un 

Mr ur ther advised that tie does not know 

of any other ra^ffyin the Chattanooga area that has a 
relative missing who has been approached by the Committee 
of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in North V ietn am 
He stated that should any such Information cone to his 
attention, he will immediately make this information known. 
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ary iana , 

pe recording his 

4tughter,HH obtained when she attended a meeting 
in Washington; J).C.« where CORA VEISS spoke as co-chairman 
of COLIfAM. 

Zt Is noted that Mr. stated that the 

tape-recording was located at 
residence. 


2. Mill obtain any additional Information 
he may possess concerning COLXFAM and this organisation's 
activities . j ^ - 


i ^ 


MARYIAHD 
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halarormatlon and hsalatanca in covext^ 
•hove leads, wlllstte.pt -to Identify other POW ■ 
Hies Mho mav have Inn ippraMnd by COLIPAM. Extreme 
discretion should W used during tbs course of Interviews . 
Advise individuals Interviewed that the interview is at 
*bs direction J. WALTER YEAOLEY, Resistant Attorney 
penerel.;; Also determine if the Individual interviewed 
•ould be willing to cooperate should their testimony be 
***2?d_ot « later dots . . Interviews should he set forth 
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Relatives of Prisoners of War (POVMs) 
and Missing in Action (MIA) In Southeast Asia 
^conta^te^and^iterviewed . Mr .j 

down 1965, 

contacted hy 'representativ^^ro!nfoBns Strike For 
Peace, New York, by letter in December, 1969. 

Envelop contained letter from son and note from - 
ETHEL TAYLOR from Philadelphia representing Committee 
of Liaison with Families of Sej^^zemen Returnei^^^^ 

North Vietnam (COLIFAM). Mr daughter, H|HB 

attended a meeting in Washing^n^Wj .^^her^ CuB^^* 

WEISS, Co-chairman of COLIFAM spoke, daughter 

tool^notes and coordinated notes she a tape. 

Mr.^MJhas met Reverend RICHARD FERNANDEZ, "Society of Friends’ 
a QufWr Organization, and has been contacted by MAGGIE 
GEDDES by telephone, member of COLIFAM, 

;ers from his son 
Maryland, mother 

~ved letter from COR^WiSTSi; m 5epi 
regret for delay in forwarding a letter 
son, which had been conviscatea by the u.S. 

Government upon Its arrival at Kennedy Airport, 

New York . 
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? AM , wh Lch__£DncerneiL 
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d nlslag. she has _rece5.veO no word tr. indicate 

wfly*J*eia&^ held ca p tiv e Sy th &. North Viet namese* 


^In March, 1970 ^ she^tteodeerar gathering of~~ 
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OMMiTTEE OF U/ *ON 

with Famitie . i ieryicemen Detail North Vietnam 

365 W**t 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


(212) 765-1490 

BLE ADDRESS: 

COLUFAM 


chairmen : 

Dava Dotiingar 
on Wait* 

ia tutor: 

Ann* Bonnott 

mittoo 

i chard J. Bamott 
enni« Davis 
aduline Duck Us 
rof. Richard Folk 
*v. Ri chord 1 Fernandez 
onuan F rue liter 
aggie Geddes 
teve Halliwell 
rof. Donald Kalish 
to wart Meockam 
rof. Bee Seitsman 
rot. Front Sekurmann 
Ethel Taylor 
Barbaro Webster 
rrudi Young 

toff 


May 13, 1970 


Dear friend: 

Today we received two packages of letters wbleh 
we have been expecting from prisoners held in 
North Vietnam. The total number of letters in 
both packages was 156 . Although the packages 
were mailed a month apart, they both arrived 
here today. 

We are very happy to send herewith the letter 
addressed to you. 


Sincerely, 
Barbara Webster 


* 


PIAj TK70FV1ATT0N CONTAINED 
vi» 1 N I it Ji’C I 


- BY?? ■■ jiv. 
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COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 

with Familt Servicemen Data •< in North Vietnam 

I 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: Alt h<- HsSL&o i»4?u*-v 

COLIAFAM 


( 212 ) 765-1490 


Co-ehairmon: 

Dow Dellinger 
Core Weiss 

rea surer: 

Mrs* Anne Bennett 
ommittee 

Richard J. Bomett 

Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof* Richard Folk 
Rev* Richard Fernandes 
Norman Fruchter 
*Maggie Geddes 
Steve Hal I i well 
Prof* Donald Kolish 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Bea Seitzman 

Prof. Franz Schurmann 
jSBSC e.t i ▼ 

s »IV I tUj’IWI 

*Borbara Webster 
Trudi Young 





April 7/ 1970 


Beer 




& 


Our Committee has recently received official 
confirmation of 81 more servicemen being held 
In North Vietnam, By now you should have 



beard thatf 

1b on thlsTistT, The North Vietnamese have 
now confirmed through the Committee of 
Liaison a total of 335 men being held. 


This notification also means that a letter 
Is en route from him. The enclosed release 
explains how mall is forwarded via our 
office. Because mail from Hanoi is very 
8 low we cannot be sure when the letter will 
come, but we will forward it as soon as it 
arrives here. 


We are very pleased to be able to perform 
this service and hope that you will feel 
free to be in touch with us should you have 
any questions. 

At the same time, we are continuing to work 
towards the immediate and complete withdrawal 
of all U.S, troops from Southeast Asia so 
that soon all families, American and Vietna- 
mese, can be united again. 


Sincerely, 
I Cora Weiss 


e0CW«_ $0lbvr\[tA 
Dave Dellinger o 


P.S. Kindly excuse the mimeographed 
letter, but there 8re many families to 
reach at the same time. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 





^'flMMSTTEE OF LIAISON 

with Fa mi ' tf Servicemen De » f in' North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLUFAM 


INFORMATION SHEET 


(212) 765-1490 


Cc’ckoinntn; 

C.v# Dtllingar 
Coro W*i %% 


Treat ur« r: 

Mrt. Ann# $#nn*H 


(in formation): 
Do vis 

Rev. Richard Fernandez 
'Moggie Geddes 
Holliwall 


Functions of the Committee 


The Committee of Liaison seeks to facilitate communica- 
tion between servicemen imprisoned in North Vietnsm and 
their families in the United States* The Committee re- 
ceives letters from servicemen and forwards them to the 
families through the domestic mails. It also forwards 
letters to North Vietnam at the request of families. 
Families are, of course, still free to send letters di- 
rectly but should not the correct address for both let- 
ters and packages: 


Stewart Meochom 
°mf. Bea Seitzman 
Ethel Taylor 

* Barbara Webstar 

* T redi Young 


Name of serviceman, serial number 
Camp of Detention of U.S. Pilots Captured 
In the D.R.V. 

Hanoi, Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
via Moscow. U.S.S.R. 


•staff Captured servicemen may receive one letter a month and 

one package (not over six pounds In weight) every other 
mont.h. The Committee does not forward packages. It is suggested trust let- 
Urs senr to the Committee for forwarding be sealed and that stamps be en- 
closed (not affixed) as letters are forwarded in packets. 


The Committee is only able to be of help with respect to men who have been 
shot down over North Vietnam. 

The Committee also is able to request information regarding the status of 
thought to have been shot down over North Vietnam and captured there. 

inquiries the Committee needs to have the individual 1 a service nuro- 

oer, and sny available Information as to when and where he was shot down. 
With respect to such requests the Committee would expect to receive a letter 
to his family If the individual la being held In North Vietnam. If the in- 
dividual is known to be dead or If the North Vietnamese have no information 
regarding him, the Committee expects to receive that word to the extent 
oosslble. In any case the Committee will communicate with the family con- 
car ned as soon as it receives word. In this way we expect that, as Xuan 
Thuy, head of the North Vietnamese delegation in Paris, has said, gradually 
ill families of servicemen held in North Vietnam will bear from their re 1st i 


Background 

ibe Committee of Liaison has been established in response to an initiative 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HF.FSIN ISUHCLASSIFIE^^i^ 


created by the North Vietnamese and is an extension of previous efforts. 
It la not In any sense representing the government of North Vietnam. 

Since 1965 there have been a number of meetings between people of Vietnam 
(from both the North and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam) 
and Americans who oppose the war. On three separate occasions represen- 
tatives of the American anti-war movement have gone to Hanoi and have 
returned with released servicemen. On one occasion an American peace 
activist went to Phnom Penh, Cambodia, to receive three American soldiers 
who were released by the National Liberation Front. Americans visiting 
Hanoi have frequently carried letters to captured servicemen at the 
request of their families and they have brought back letters when they 
have returned to the United States. On several occasions such visitors 
from the peace movement have met with captured pilots in Hanoi. 

The Committee 


The Committee of Liaison believes that the safe return of U.S. servicemen 
captured in North Vietnam and the half -million others that the United 
States maintains in South Vietnam. Laos, Thailand, end aboard nsval 
vessels can only come with e decision on the part of the U.S. government- 
to completely withdraw from Vietnam. Because of this conviction, we who 
are serving on this Committee will also continue our efforts aimed at the 
immediate and complete withdrawal of b11 U.S. armed forces and weapons. 

As individuals Committee members are active in a variety of organizations 
and groups committed to ending the war: the New Mobilization Committee to 
End the War in Vietnam, The Conspiracy, Clergy and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnam, U.S. Inter-religious Committee on Peace, Fellowship of Reconcil- 
iation, Newsreel, Women Against Daddy Warbucks, Lawyers Committee on 
Vietnam, and Women Strike for Peace. 

The Committee of Liaison is entirely dependent on donations from indiv- 
iduals and organizations, and welcomes any gifts to sustain its work. 


OMMITTEE OF LlA #T . # 

with Fami/iX^ of Serviceman Detained in North Vietnam 

365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


kBLE ADDRESS: 

COLIAFAM 


^chairman: 

Dove Dellinger 
Coro Waits 


flH-aasurar: 

8 fi| Mrs. Anne Bennett 


tHWfvia ^ May 4, 1970 

From: Rev, Richard Fernandez 

To: The families of the 335 presently confirmed 
prisoners held In North Vietnam 
Re: Information on correspondence with prisoners 


mmittee 

Richord J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richord Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernondex 
Harmon Fruchter 
* Maggie Geddes 
Steve Haltiwetl 
Prof. Donald Kalish 

-t 


On April 20th I returned from a three-week trip to 
Laos and North Vietnam. In North Vietnam I spoke 
with officials responsible for communication between 
pilots held in detention there and their families 
here. The following information was emphasized to 
me by the North Vietnamese authorities and we are 
anxious to make sure that you are aware of it: 


i 

i 


dtsnuii nvWuWitii^ 

Prof. Baa Saifxinon 
Prof. Frans Schumann 
Ethal Taylor 
* Barbara Wabstar 
Trodi Young 

staff 


1) 


2) 


3) 


The Vietnamese recommend that families use the 
air-letter form (enclosed) for correspondence. 


Communication to pilots should be limited 

and health. 


to 


U.W v VW 4 W Wi. a r - 




Pilots are allowed to receive one letter per 
month and one package every other month (not 
over six pounds in weight). 


want to write. 


Detention Camp authorities have said thst they do not 
wish to receive several letters and/or packages per 
month for a given pilot from different members of the 
Bame family. Families should make arrangements for 
alternating letters each month if different members 


The North Vietnamese authorities indicated that, from this point 
forward, they will not feel responsible for forwarding letters and 
packages that do not adher to the above. 

If the letter form is mailed directly it can go In another envelope 
but the mail route, "via Moscow, U.S.S.R.,” should definitely be in- 
cluded in the address. If letters are sent to the Committee of Liaison 
for forwarding please enclose but do not affix stamps as we send letters 
on In packets. The Committee cannot forward packages for families. 

While I was in Hanoi, Prof. Douglas Dowd of Cornell University and I 
met with three pilots: Cdr. Robert Schweitzer of Lemoore, California; 
Cdr. Walter Wilbur of Virginia Beach and Lt. Col. Edison Miller of 
Santa Ana, California. The three men were in good health, and said 
they had daily exercise and reading material. The three pilots ad- 
vised ub that they had been getting letters and packages from their 
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families, and asked that packages Include toilet articles snd canned 
foods* In particular they mentioned soap, shaving cream (no razors 
or blades), toothpaste, powdered milk and cream, instant coffee and 
non-melting candy. They said they do not need clothes. 

Also, in my discussions with the Vietnam Committee of Solidarity 
with the American People, the Committee of Liaison* s contact in North 
Vietnam, we confirmed that since December over 800 letters have been 
sent from Hanoi through the Committee of Liaison. Of those, 156 
letters are still on their way from Hanoi to families here. 

We hope that this information clarifies some aspects of correspondence 
for you. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 


■ — ^ 




1H 



HENRY BEERITS 

Chtirmjn 


( <i(fuuu>/L/>irci, / a u toy / vat net t&tu^ 

Phone 215-563-9372 



HENRY J. CADBURY 

Honor. Vf C^*' rrn *n 

BRONSON P. CLARK 

tufulirt 


January 20, 1970 



Dear Friend, 

I am happy to report that during ny visit to North Vietnam between 
December 26, 1969, and January 9, 1970» I was able to deliver to the 
representatives of the Vie try (Viet Nam Committee for Solidarity with 
American People) about $00 letters that had been forwarded on to me 
by you and other family members of prisoners of war in North Vietnam. 

Immediately prior to ny departure from North Vietnam I was given 69 
letters from 6ii American prisoners of war, and in keeping with the 
North Vietnamese request these letters have been given to the 

Comnittee of Liaison 
with Families of Service 

men detained in North ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED b1& 

Vietnam 

36$ W. l*2nd Street 
New York, New York 

for transmittal to the individual addressees. We at the American Friends 
Service Committee rap»?ed to have hzd c part in opening a channel . 
for communication between the prisoners and their families and hope that 
this will continue. 


herein is unclassified 
, DATE 7b3fo BYlga! 
Ct)36&U> fbwj H iA fu. 







si* 


You may be interested to know that during ny visit to North Vietnam I 
was able to deliver a second contribution of open heart surgical equip- 
ment to the Benh Vien Viet- Due Hospital in Hanoi in keeping with a long- 
standing Quaker concern for civilian sufferers on both sides of a war. 

Following ny departure from North Vietnam I traveled on to Quang Ngai 
in South Vietnam to visit the American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
rehabilitation project for civilian casualties. 

I have asked ny colleagues in Philadelphia to mail this letter to you 
prior to ny return to the United States, so that you might know more prompt- 
ly that your letter has safely arrived in Hanoi and was given to the appro- 
priate North Vietnamese authorities with ny specific request that it be 
delivered to the individual addressee. 



KF/h ' _ _ Roger G. Fredrickson 



f 30? (H v 3 I / & 9 ) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/1 Iflt- 

yi* 


Dote. 


9/14/70 


r/Xan d. i 7 as jnEervieved and advis ee 
that his son, rank of in the 

United ftates Tlavyanc^njMM was shc^ao^? 

over llorth Vietnam and bel^^vesae^ non a captive at a 
Detention Center in Perth Vietnam. 


yi 

■r.n f 


Hr . ■jjH^sfated that he and hie vife received a 
letter, Deccmbe^il , 1969, from the '.‘omen's Strike for Peace, 
semevkere in Lev York, lie stated he did not knou thcT erect 
return address on the letter out recalls that the return 
address was the Lome - 2 ‘ s d trike for Peace. 

lie stated; that inside this letter ras a si;: line letter 
vhich indicated that his sen received a Christmas package in 
IVuraarp of I960 and also a package in October of 19CC,bo\:cvor 
uP-i.r iui te uio not ulu'jlIoij any previous 3 e veers chat hr. 

K ane bis uifo had sens to his son. The letter did include 
>et that he sent his love to his wife and children, 

Li*' 

lie stated that this first letter from bus son carried 
a nurture of ©notions. He advised he did net believe that it 
vns vritten by his con at the tine but has since chanced his 
nird and believes that his son is alive, lie stated that 
the envelope vhich held the letter also had a note in it fron 
a voman named 1IT1ICL TAYLOR fron Philadelphia. 

He further advised that the letter itself ves nailed 
from. Philadelphia and that LT1I1L TAYLOR va s an individual 
vho is part of a "roup called the Committee cf Liaison vith 
families of servicemen detained in llorth Vietnam. He further 
stated that LIHLL TAYLOR did make a tour and go tc Hanoi 
and then to Paris. ^ ^ 

lir.^B^then advised that he received a second lette: 


o — 2/.3ZZP. o,._ 




Jhry_laiicp, 


j . 1 . 


EA 1 00-2/337 
9/ C/70 
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ihi? tjccumofit ctjT'tuf is ii.ith.r <« com g. .nd olio «* nor conclusions of th» I* .1 IK.‘ p'op.itjr of Ih. Ppi j^d ii Ick' 
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from Hs son sometime in April of 1969. Kr. |HH stated 
tliat he believed this letter ras also fron h^^son. He 
then advised that several days later he received a long 
distance telephone call fron Hew York fron the Committee 
of liaison and advised that they tol^h^n that they had a 
Ictte^addressod to his son's who was residing 

inflHp Hew i:c;:ico. Hr. JJJpiavised that his dawghtc 
in-l3!mcK^eceivc a letter and that she did send a copy of 
the letter to him. L? ** 

, 

Hr .^m| stated that since his sen had been shot: 
derm ho has maintained close liaison with the Havy Department 
and that he contacted then upon the receipt of the letters. 

He further stated that the Iran Department feels the lotto-s 


that me iuum-..Ti tun iror me letters was written by tncir son, 
oven though Hr. d 1 d question the handwriting . 

lh . mP stated that he and his wife belong to a 
group who really has no official name, but as a group consists 
of parents of servicemen who are believed to be prisoners 
in Herth Vietnam. He stated tha^he and his wife nr^rersona 1 ly 
acquainted with Hr. and Hrs. who reside in IHHHHB 

but that he does not know of an^otner families in th^a?^^^ 
who have sons who are believed to be prisoners. 

He further advised that he had a copy of a letter 
sent to him by KAGGIE GHDDH3, and that this letter i.ns written 
on stationery fron the Committee of Liaison and that on the 
left hand side of the paper a^: names of the co-chairman, treasure 
and committee members. 2 hr. further stated that ha recognized 

the name of one of the co-chaSnen. 'PATH DHLLIHGGH. and 








V 


WmR 


In Kovem 
naves of 
0 , among 1 
stated tha 
ram her s 
approxlma 
en addres 
written 


♦o* 


but is presently Visiting with her at 

MBS JBBB stated that she has had no personal 
contact with tti^^committee of Liaison With Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM), but 
added that all of her son's letters since January, 

1970 have been forwarded to her Cambridge residence 
with a cover letter from COLIFAM. She stated that she 
has not acknowledged any of the letters sent through 
COLIFAM, nor has she corresponded with them in any 
manner. She stated that the cover letters from COLIFAM 
were form letterswid were signed by COHA WEISS, Co- 
Chairman. MBS . stated that she would report any 

additional pertfl^^^jiforaation In this regard to 
the FBI. She stated that she would cooperate if her 
testimony is needed at a later date. 

b'b*' ALLUtrOriMATlOKCOHTAT^n 
herein is unclassified 
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KBS . stated that she has had no 

eontact with the^ToBittee of Liaison with Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Yietnam" (COLIFAM) , 
but added tha^ml^of the letters from her husband 
arriving at Maryland since January, 1970 

have been fonUWe^^y COLIFAM with a form cover 
\ *(/ letter. She stated that she has not acknowledged 
b* these letters, nor has she wr^te|^letters of 

appreciation to them. KRS. stated that no , 
one in the Family, who has recelve^LetterB from her a 
husband have been contacted personally by anyone 
from COLIFAM, nor have any of them corresponded 
with COLIP AM . She stated that they have received a 
total of approximately 18-19 letters written by her 
husband since April, 1968. 

KRS .VHHHI advised that the "Rational 
League of Families of - American Servicemen Missfcig in 
South East Asia" are holding a convention at the 
Marriott Twin Bridges Mote^^^ashingto n, D.C. on 
October 2-4, 1970. MRS .■■■■stated that she ls*^ 
allowed to write to her nusDan^^nce a month, and she 
has never sent any of the letters through CO LIP AM, 
nor has any other member of the family. She s 
as sent letters to her husband from 
and the United States and her husbah 
ave indicated that he has received some of 
these letters, along with some of those sent by 
members of his family from the United States. 


uux na.a tuij 







KRS. ■■■■■mhde available copies of the 
COLIFAM cover letter dated September 14, 1970, which 
accompanied a letter from her husband dated Kay 6 , 

1970, sent to hiB mother and granfcsother, and a COLIFAM 
cover letter dated September 18 , 1970, which accompanied 
a letter from her husband dated June 25 , 1970 sent 
to her. 1 

KRS stated that she has no intention 
of contacting COLIFAM in any manner, noj^ja^^jy member 
of the family any such intention. MRS. stated 
that she would cooperate if her testimon^^^ietaed at 
a later date and would forward any pertinent information 
in this regard to the FBI. 
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365 Uest 42 Street, New York, IKY, 
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* September 14, 1370 

Dear friends: ■ 

VJe are very happy to forward the enclosed letter to 
you which just arrived with 142 others from Hanoi, 

This is the first mail since June because no one has 
travelled to North Vietnam during the summer. The 
Vietnamese no longer rely on unpredictable postal 
channels as experience has proven it delayed and 
risky. Therefore, they wait for travellers to 
guarantee safe and rapid delivery. 

V7e are also enclosing some letter forms for your 
convenience. 


Visitors to North Vietnam usually le 
d r» r ^r^ ■>•■{■ l.'rr* r "id T,T i. 11 ir.g tc. take ma 


us know of their 


number ul people are planning to go t his tail and 
winter, and we would be happy to forward your mail 
for you. Kindly seal the letter forms, even if they 
contain photos, and do not affix stamps. 


To ease some of the administrative difficulties in 
North Vietnam, including translation, you might consida 
typing your letters on tne suggested letter form, V7ith 
a clear signature. 

*- ■■ - 

Should you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to get in touch with us, and kindly inform us of any 
changes in address to facilitate further forwarding 
of mail. 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Sincerely, 

.(to'lou l Odco 

Cora t-Teiss 
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vjiifo Families 


o? Sorjiccmon DoZatnod m Worth VJcr2j:o 


365 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


CABLE ADDRESS: 
COLIAFAM 

Co-chairmen: 

Dave Dellinger 
Coro Waits 



Dear Friends, 


( 212 ) 765-1490 

September 18, 1970 


I reo surer: 

Mrs. Anne Bennett 

Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
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We are very happy to forward the en- 
closed letters to you. I would like to give 
you an account of the events that took place 
around the illegal seizure of these letters 
at Kennedy Airport on Wednesday. You would 
have had your mail a day or two earlier had it 
not been for this interference. 


Robert Scheer announced when he left 
Hanoi that he had been given 379 letters from 
pilots whose names appeared on the list of 
335 previously confirmed prisoners. Hr. 
Scheer, with a delegation of 10, had spent 
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and North Vietnam, and had accumulated a wide 
range of materials. Ilovzever , U.S. Cue terns 
officials at Kennedy Airport were interested 
only in the whereabouts of the letters. -Nr. 
Scheer opened the two packets of letters for 
the Customs officials to see. They then took 
him into a private room and demanded that he 
turn over the mail, saying, “We must open it 
and read it. ; ' He refused to hand over the 
letters as they had been consigned to him for 
immediate delivery to families. Finally, the 
Customs officials agreed to place the letters 
in bond, where the packages were officially 
sealed and a receipt given to Hr. Scheer. 


CLast Saturday 143 letters were brought 
by a traveller returning from Hanoi. That 
brought to 1243 the nu: fber of letters from pri- 
soners that have been delivered by hand to the 
U.S, without interfere ice . ) 
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Ho explanation has been offered by anyone for the 
seizure of the mail, and no guarantees have been made that 
this will not happen again. On Thursday afternoon the 
State Department assured me that the mail was available 
to be claimed arjd expressed concern that it be forwarded 
immediately to relieve anxiety of waiting families. Ve 
reminded the State Department that it was* the government 
that had seized the mail in seemiivg * disregard for the fam- 
ilies/ prisoners, and the future of communi cation between 
them. Mr. S cheer off erred to meet v?ith representatives of 
the State Department at the airport to discuss the situation 
and see what could be done to prevent future occurrences or 
this nature. Kis request was rejected, b’hen he went with 
Rennie Davis and myself to reclaim the nail, he was unneces- 
sarily hurras sed, and the press was ejected from observing 
the .reclamation, despite the fact that the very same people 
had observed the seizure. T t-icn he finally got the letters, 
lT r. Scheer immediately transferred them to the Committee of 
Liaison for .distribution. 

■ ' lie? are very distressed about this incident. This 
delivery cf mail brought first letters from previously con- 
firmed prisoners for four families, some of whom hod had 
no tt,t- )>_2_ va” ” years . we have deveted considerable *.t" « 
end effort to maintaining a reliable and efficient channel 
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tiatlve of the North Vietnamese both the volume and free v.ar.cy 
of mail has increased. The pilots have been receiving in- 
creasing numbers of packages, including a wide assorurora of 
food, medicines, cleaning and various binds of genes. TT a 
are not responsible for the consequences that acts of govern- 
mental interference may produce. 
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Please do net hesitate to be in touch with us if 
you have any questions, and kindly inform us of any changes 
of address. Should you wish us to forward mail to your 
relatives in North Vietnam we will be glad to do so. There 
will be several people travelling there in the coming months. 


Sincerely ^vours , 


$ 


'0 

^Cora Ueiss 
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1. Phai vict ro vd cln du-pc viet tren nhung dong ke san (Write 
legibly and only on the lines). 

2. Trong thtr chi duve n6i ve iir.h luali sii'C khoc va tint hinh 
t(ia dinfc (Write only about health and family). 

•' 3. Gia dir.k giH den cung phai th c o dung tcau, kbuon kbo vii guy 

djllh (letters from families should also conform to this proforma). 
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'stated that no future meetings ot 


correspondence was proposed by CORA WEISS nor were con- 
tributions or donations sought after. 
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WEISS, care of COLIFAM, New York City, New York, thanking 
both, CORA WEISS and the organization she represented for 
furnishing her a letter from her son. 
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was of the opinion that her dauehte 


receiver mail tram her son throu 
AM, however, could not be certain. 

She has had no further communication or conespondence 
with CORA WEISS or COLIFAM. 
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th»t she Is the sift of Air 
Who hits boon missing in motion In 

1967. 


Sho related thmt sho has had no correspondence 
or cotmunleation with tho Committee of Liaison with 
Families of Servicemen Dotalnod In Worth Vietnam 
(COLIFAM) although she was Imowledgable of this 
organisation. ^ ^ 


Pro* 

further, hones 



was reluctant to discuss the 1 
tho interview was terminated . 
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In June of 1970, he received permission from the 
Department of State to visit Paris, France, and meet with the Nortl 
Vietnamese Delegation in connection with the Peace talks held 
in Paris, France, during June of 1970. 

Prior to his departure from the U. S., he met with 
high ranking officials in the State Department and Air Force 
whereby he received instructions and briefings which were 
of intrinsic value to him. 7— _ 


Mr . explained that although his son was never 

con firmed by tn^Air Force as a Prisoner of War, word of mouth 
returned from a former prisoner of war in North Vietnam indicat- 
ing that his son was actually a prisoner of war in North Vietnam. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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He stated that he was successful in meeting with 

representatives of the North Vietnamese Republic for°a 
thirty minute meeting in Paris, France, however, received 
no recogni tion from th e delegate s as to the imprisonment 
of his son 
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He te turned to the United States approximately one 
month later. 



Mr.«|s kit S that while he was in Paris, he 
maintained clos^llaison with the American Embassy and reported 
the results of that meeting to officials of the State Department 
and Air Force upon his return to the United States. 



Mr.^^U|has had no communication or correspondence 
with the Committee of Liaison With Families of Servicemen De- 
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